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Important Reminder 
To Breeders  
from FPS: 

 
ALL FOALS MUST be  

MICROCHIPPED prior to  
registration!  Foals should be reg-
istered in their year of birth and 

registration forms MUST include 
VETERINARY PRACTICE 
STAMP with practice name/

address!   
Foals registered AFTER  

DECEMBER 1 in the year of 
birth will cost DOUBLE  
REGISTRATION FEES!   

Additional Late Fees also apply if 
foal is not registered during the 

year of birth.   
Please register foals promptly!  

Also please note that              
ALL MICROCHIPS MUST BE 
15-digit ISO 11784-compliant 

(e.g., Destron-Fearing LifeChip or 
equivalent) OR REGISTRATION  
CANNOT BE PROCESSED (per 

DEFRA in the UK!) 

FPSNA  BROCHURE!   

Download a copy online at  

www.fpsna.org 

On the Cover: 
2013 FPS Stallion Show Supreme 
Champion, Murthwaite Windrush, 
shown by his breeder, Mr. Thomas     

Capstick (Photo courtesy of Judith E. 
Clarke, Cumbria, England)  

www.fpsna.org 
 

At the FPSNA web site 
you can: 

 

• Fill out online membership for 
FPSNA and FPS 

 

• Make payment by PayPal using your 
credit card for membership and 
fundraising items (shirts, bumper 
stickers, pins and more!) 

 

• Read back issues of 
      The Fell Pony Express 
 

Email:  info@fpsna.org   

Upcoming  
FPSNA Events 

 
 
 
 
 

National Dressage Pony Cup 
September 7 & 8, 2013 
Kentucky Horse Park,  
Lexington, Kentucky 

$10,000 in Total Prize Money 
High Point Fell Pony Breed Award 

Sponsored by FPSNA, Inc.  
www.nationaldressageponycup.com  

 
Pacific Coast Classic 

Brookside Equestrian Park,              
Elk Grove, CA 

August 2-3, 2013 
Best of Breed (Fell Championship) 

Class sponsored by FPSNA 
www.wpcac.com/premiums.htm 

Check it out:  “Members Only” 
section at www.fpsna.org! 

• Performance Premium & Awards Pro-
gram Form 
• Exhibition Policy 
• Back issues of The Fell Pony Express 

 
Note:  Unique user name and password 

are provided with membership.          
Contact info@fpsna.org for more  

information!  

Message from FPSNA Chairman   
 
I would like to thank everyone once again for their contributions to this 
magazine—without all your input it wouldn’t be much of a magazine at 
all!  Hope you enjoy all the stories from both here and abroad! 
 
So far 2013 has had its ups and downs for sure.  We are very sad to share 
the news of the passing of Karen Sorensen, Henry Harrison, and Chris 
Thompson (see inside this issue for special tributes to them.) 
 
On a much brighter note, Her Majesty The Queen, Patron of the Fell Pony 
Society, recently celebrated the 60th Anniversary of the Coronation, and 
we send our prayers and best wishes on this very special occasion. 
 
I would also like to wish Miss Mary Longsdon MBE all the best as she 
retires as FPS Chairman, and wish the same for Mrs. Elizabeth Parkin as 
she retires as FPS Secretary (see also page 39!)  
 
Lastly, I hope you are having an enjoyable summer with your ponies—be 
sure to take some pictures for the next issue! 
 
Best Wishes, 
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.   

Mary Jean “shaking hands” with newborn filly, 
Laurelhighland Crown Jewel in 2006.  (This 

was actually an impromptu handling practice 
session with Jewel, to help get her used to 

having her limbs and feet fussed with. . . but 
apparently (at 4 days old!) Jewel didn’t require 

much practice!   Love these ponies!!)   Jewel 
(now 7) is owned by Linda Corlett in California. 

         
(Photo by Lisa Lindholm, who was visiting at 
the time but only recently sent me the photo!) 
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Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council & Staff 

Chairman and       
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative:                               
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
546 Lehman Drive 
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728 
570-320-0254 
mj@laurelhighland.com 
 
General Secretary:  Lisa Lind-
holm 
2626 Diane Lane 
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746 
218-263-5217    
info@fpsna.org 
 
Treasurer:   
Kristen Staehling 
5333 O’Kelly Drive,  
Suffolk, Virginia 23437 
757-651-4601 
n2petstoo@juno.com  
 
Council Member-at-Large:   
Beth Dawson 
P.O. Box 549 
El Prado, New Mexico, 87529 
575-779-1520 
redwillowfells@yahoo.com   

Zone 3 

Zone 4 
Zone 2 

Zone 1 

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives 
     Zone 1:  Mary Jean Gould-Earley  
     Zone 2:  Kristen Staehling  
     Zone 3:  Rene'  Bender   
     Zone 4:  Beth Dawson 
     Zone 5 - Canada:   Karen MacPhee 

Council Member-at-Large:   
Karen MacPhee 
37149 Hwy 2 
Coleman RR# 3                 
Prince Edward Island         
COB-1H0  Canada 
(902) 859-2468                    
diamondsun@pei.aibn.com 

Vice Chairman &  
Executive Secretary:   
René Bender 
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, California 95648 
916-205-7103 
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 
 
FPSNA Promotions Director: 
Nancy Weiss 
P.O. Box 577 
Malibu, California, 90265 
310-456-4180 
promotions@fpsna.org 
 
 

Lisa Lindholm 

René Bender 

Beth Dawson 

Kristen Staehling 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley 

 

Have you renewed your 
2013  

membership? 
 

It is not too late! 
 

(This also applies to the annual 
Breeders and Stallions lists.) 

 
Go to www.fpsna.org  

   to print out a form or apply online. 
Overseas enthusiasts are also             

welcome to subscribe to                        
The Fell Pony Express! 

Megan Elisha Tong 
Megan Tong 

Webmaster:                                   
Megan Elisha Tong 
11 Spear Street 
Charlotte, Vermont 
972-658-7537                      
webmaster@fpsna.org 
 

Karen MacPhee 
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From Your Secretary 
 
Hello Members! 

 
I think I speak for most of us, when I say, summer has been a long time coming! I think spring was 
three days and we moved right into summer! On behalf of FPSNA, thank you once again, for your mem-
berships for 2013 and your continued support of FPSNA and this incredible newsletter, The Fell Pony 
Express! I know this is always an exciting issue for many of us, as we get to see all the new beautiful 
babies that have arrived!  

 
I have one note, as secretary, to share on filling out memberships for the future that will be very helpful 
in expediting your forms. If you pay with a different name, via PayPal, than the one you use on your 
membership form, please give us the information to link the two forms together. In fact, the more infor-
mation you give us about your requests and purchases, the faster we can process your requests.  
I am sure all of you are out enjoying your wonderful Fell Ponies and I look forward to hearing what you 
did with them the Summer of 2013!!! 

 
Take care and have fun! 
 

Lisa Lindholm 

FPSNA Secretary,  info@fpsna.org  

FPSNA Promotions! 
We are still in need of a volunteer to be the FPSNA Promotions Director.  This is a voluntary/
appointed position and the volunteer would help oversee events and other things (such as association 
brochure, website, etc.)  which help FPSNA promote the Fell Pony and the organization.  You do not 
need to attend the promotional events you oversee, but you would serve as a contact person to answer 
members’ questions regarding these events and other promotional materials.  Likewise, you do not need 
to be the webmaster (Megan Tong is our webmaster), but as Promotions Director you can help with pro-
motional information that appears on the website.  Proficiency with Facebook would be a plus as the vol-
unteer could also serve as an  administrator on FPSNA’s Facebook Page, which helps promote the breed 
as well as the association. 

 

Speaking of promotional events, it would also be much appreci-
ated if our members who participate in breed exhibitions on be-
half of their farms could also show support for FPSNA, such as 
displaying FPSNA brochures at these events whenever possible.  
An FPSNA exhibition kit is also available if you wish to exhibit 
on behalf of FPSNA.   FPSNA’s volunteers appreciate your sup-
port!   

 

If anyone is interested, please contact info@fpsna.org.  Remem-
ber we are an all-volunteer organization and cannot function without the help of volunteers!  Thank-you 
for your consideration!  . 

Do you want to use our booth materials 
and/or represent the Fell Pony and 

FPSNA at an exhibition?   

Please see FPSNA’s Exhibition Policy                              
in the  Members Only section of  

www.fpsna.org,  
 or contact promotions@fpsna.org  
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In Memory of Karen Sorensen 
On April 15, 2013 Karen Sorensen of Stonecreek 
Farm lost her courageous  battle with 
cancer.  Karen was an active member and 
breeder of The Fell Pony Society of North 
America.  Her passion and dedication to the 
breed was extremely instrumental in the 
promotion of The Fell Pony in North America. 

  

Karen loved sharing her passion for the 
ponies.  She drove many a mile from Texas to 
exhibit at  various Equine Affaire in 
Massachusetts, Ohio and California.  While 
exhibiting her ponies Karen (pictured below and 
at right) enjoyed talking with the public and 
answering any questions they had about the 
breed and showing off her truly stunning ponies. 
Her passion was contagious she truly loved her 
ponies and was proud of each and every one of 
them.  

  

Karen along with her life Partner Shannon 
Albert started Stonecreek Farm in 
2001.  Together they built  a very successful breeding farm.  I know that Karen is happy that Shannon 
will continue to run the farm and to  breed the amazing ponies that she loved so very much.  Her 
presence will be felt in each foal that is born, in every sunrise and with every sunset!  

  

I know that along with myself,       
Karen will be missed by 
many.  For those whose life she 
touched – and there are many- I 
know you will forever have a 
special place for her in your 
heart.  She will be remembered for 
the kindness, compassion and for 
the incredibly strong women that 
she was.  I know I will and I thank 
her every day for my beautiful 
ponies.  I will miss her very much. 

  

Anita Castricone 

Angel Meadow Farm 
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A Sad Farewell To Two Hill Breeders 
 

The Thompson and Harrison families, as well as the Fell Pony community-at-
large, has suffered two great losses in 2013, with the passing of Mr. T.C. 
(“Chris”) Thompson of the Drybarrows Fell Pony Stud, and Mr. T. Henry Harri-
son of the Sleddale Fell Pony Stud.  Both gentlemen shared a lifelong interest 
and active involvement with Fell Ponies. 

 

Tragically, Chris Thompson passed away in January at the age of 77 following 
an accident.  He was a retired farmer and longtime, well-respected Fell Pony 
breeder who also served on the Fell Pony Society Council and Judges Panel.  
His family raised Fell Ponies since approximately the 1920’s, using both the 
“Drybarrows” and “Askham Gate” prefixes.  Many of their early ponies were 
never registered, being sold as geldings which were in high demand for haul-
ing coal to the railways, or as “pit ponies” in the mines.  Chris Thompson established the “Drybarrows” prefix in 
1968, named after his farm at High Drybarrows which bordered on Bampton and Mardale Common fell land.  Up 
until the time of his death, he raised the ponies as a semi-feral herd on Askham 
Fell toward the west of Haweswater.  One of the most well-known ponies he 
bred was Drybarrows Jeff FP50048C, 1999 Supreme Champion at the FPS 
Stallion Show.1 

 

In addition, Mr. Henry Harrison sadly passed away in June at the age of 80.  
He was also a farmer and longtime, well-respected Fell Pony breeder, judge, 
and Council member, as well as a past President of the Fell Pony Society.  Fell 
ponies have roamed the Wet Sleddale valley and the adjoining Shap Fells since 
well before the 20th Century. The “Sleddale” prefix was first used by his grand-
father, Mr. Joseph Hudson, around 1918, and later by Joseph Hudson’s son-in-
law, John W. Harrison, and grandsons (including Henry).  Up until the time of 
his passing, Henry Harrison carried on the family tradition of raising Sleddale 
Fell Ponies as a semi-feral herd, and was known to favor breeding brown (or 
bay) Fell Ponies rather than black.  One of  his best-known brown mares was 
Sleddale Rose X 16313, 1979 Supreme Champion at the FPS Breed Show.2 

 

As of 2011, there were but 22 remaining semi-feral herds recognized by the 
FPS Council, and the Drybarrows and Sleddale herds were amongst them.  
Whether anyone will be able to continue these herds remains to be seen.  
Preservation of precious semi-feral herds, such as these, is vital for the long-
term preservation of the breed.3 

 

Mr. Thompson and Mr. Harrison were both known as “true gentlemen” who were well-respected in the community 
and will be very sadly missed.  Our sincerest condolences go out to the Thompson and Harrison families. 

      Mary Jean Gould-Earley MD 

References:   
1 Gould-Earley, Mary Jean, The Fell Pony Family Album (manuscript) © 1998-2012  (including information from interview with Chris 
Thompson in 2002) 
2 Ibid  (including information from interview with Henry Harrison  in 2002) 
3Gould-Earley, Mary Jean, “Preserving Semi-Feral Fell Ponies:  Beyond Their Wildest Dreams”, The Fell Pony Express, Volume 10, No. 2, 

2011. 

The late Mr. Henry Harrison                       
(Photo courtesy of Alison Morton) 

The late Mr. Chris Thompson 
(Photo by Sue Millard, Courtesy of FPS) 
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The Lownthwaite Fell Pony Stud 
By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

I n an old village church nestled in the Eden Val-
ley in Cumbria, light streams through a beauti-

ful stained glass window depicting the Resurrec-
tion and new life.  This may sound familiar, but 
what is very different about this window is that 
the scene also includes a hairy, black pony!  In-
deed, Fell Ponies have been such an integral part 
of everyday life in this community for so long, that 
they have even found their way into places of wor-
ship.  The window at Milburn Church is in 
memory of the late Mr. Henry Francis (“Frank”) 
Wales (1924 – 2005) and the Wales family, who 
have been breeding Fell Ponies for 5 generations.  
In fact, their “Lownthwaite” Stud remains one of 
the oldest Fell Pony Studs in existence. 

 

“Lownthwaite”, like the word “Fell”, is of Old 
Norse derivation, named back in the time when 
Vikings invaded northern England.  Old Norse in-
fluences still persist in the language of the north, 

including many place 
names.  
“Lownthwaite” 
comes from O.N. 
logn, meaning 
“calm”, and thwaite, 
meaning “clearing or 
paddock”.  It is situ-
ated in Penrith, 
Cumbria, on a ridge 
of high 
ground overlooking 
the Eden Valley 
which culminates in 
the Northern Pen-
nines. The highest 
peak is Cross Fell at 
almost 3000 ft. ASL, 
a part of the Com-
mon fell land which 
is home to these po-
nies -- one of the last 
semi-feral herds to 
roam the area. The 
family’s life with Fell 
ponies began in 
1889, when Mr. 
Thomas Wales and 
his mother Mary 
moved to the farm at 
Lownthwaite.  As 
was commonplace at 
the time, many po-
nies were never reg-
istered.  The first 
registered Lown-
thwaite ponies ap-
pear in Vol. XXI of the NPS Stud Book using the 
suffix “of Lownthwaite”, including Mary of Lown-
thwaite 6369, foaled in 1922 and bred by Tom’s 

This article continues FPSNA’s “Breeder Profile” series about long-time UK breeders of Fell Ponies.   

Milburn Church Window in memory 
of the Wales Family.  Notice the Fell 

Pony in the lower left corner!     
(Image courtesy of Christine Morton). 

Lownthwaite Current (Photo courtesy of Christine Morton) 
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son, Mr. Henry (“Harry”) Wales.  Many of their 
ponies were also registered without a prefix, such 
as Pennine Ranger 1882, foaled in 1931.  The 
Lownthwaite prefix was established by Harry 
Wales and first recorded in Vol. XXVI with the 
registration of Lownthwaite Bonny 8686, 
foaled in 1935.  The Stud continued to flourish 
under the care of Thomas Wales’ grandson, the 
late Frank Wales.  His family, now in their fifth 
generation of Fell breeders, continues to carry on 
the tradition today.  These active breeders in-
clude Tom Wale’s great-granddaughters, Mrs. S. 
Christine Morton and Mrs. Frances Awde, as well 
as great-great-granddaughter, Miss Alison Wales 
Morton.  Christine Morton also used her own pre-
fix “Church Farm” in the past for Fell ponies, but 
today uses only the Lownthwaite prefix.1  

 

Fell Pony Memories In A Changing World 

Mrs. Sarah Christine (“Christine”) Morton has 
spent her lifetime at Lownthwaite, and not only 
has many memories of life with ponies herself, 
but also recalls many stories told by prior genera-
tions during her lifetime.  Such recollections may 
be best shared in her own words: 

“Standing here in Murton Village Hall I am re-
minded that a string of twenty grey Galloways left 
Murton Hall bound for Bow Hall, Dufton. They 
were a part Miss Anne Shepherd’s wedding dowry 

upon the occasion of her marriage to Mr. Thomas 
Dargue on 6th June 1920, and they would be inte-
grated into what we know to-day as the Peeping 
ponies. 

I do not know who, when or why the Ponies were 
called Fell Ponies rather than Galloways.  Even 
though Mr. Joseph Shepherd Dargue (1919-1996) 
and my grandfather Henry (Harry) Wales (1896-
1976) always called them Gallowas/ Galloways. I 
understand even less why they were afforded the 
title Brough Hill, given that the number and vari-
ety of horses and ponies ‘on the Hill’ would be ex-
ceeded only by the number of people attending the 
Fair. But I do know that it was Mr. Roy Charlton, 
The Linnels, Hexham, who first proposed that the 
ponies were shown in their natural state; i.e. not 
trimmed. 

My father, Henry Francis (Frank) Wales, (1924-
2005) walked a pony from Lownthwaite to Dufton, 
to be covered by the stallion, Peepings Swell. To-
day, the stallion Peepings Raven is standing in 
a field at Lownthwaite covering Lownthwaite 
mares. The wheels have turned, everything and 
nothing has changed.  

Having already walked  six miles, Mr. Dargue 
lent Frank a pushbike to ride home, the pushbike 
was to be returned when Frank went back to col-
lect the mare after covering. If to-day Frank rode a 
pushbike from Dufton to Lownthwaite then I am 
sure that he would see more pushbikes on his jour-
ney than he did on that day in 1934. And if to-day 
Frank’s father Harry Wales was to stand at the 
entrance  to Lownthwaite, waiting for his son to 
return home, together with his father Thomas 
Wales (1848-1926) and his father John Wales 
(1804-1885) one can only wonder what they would 
have thought of the modern day cyclists and their 
bicycles.  And if Harry were to ask one of them 
“Have you seen a curly haired lad, who looks like 
Danny Kay riding a pushbike?” Would they even 

Mrs. Frances Awde (then as Frances Wales) in1959 riding 
Lownthwaite Boy 3524.  (Photo courtesy of Christine Morton) 

Lownthwaite Bonny 8686, born 1935. 
[Sarah of Lownthwaite X Peepings Swell] 

  

‘Behind the name of every pony there lies a  
story just waiting to be told.’  
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know what a pushbike was? I suggest to you that 
the bicycles we see on our roads to-day are as far 
removed from the pushbike my father rode that 
day in 1934, as they are from the track cycle Victo-
ria Pendleton rode on the boards in the Velodrome 
at the London Olympics or the road bike Bradley 
Wiggins rode in the Tour de France. The wheel has 
turned, but what has really changed? A pushbike 
is a bicycle, a bike, a cycle, a track cycle, a road 
bike and a BMK. As the role of the humble bicycle 
has become more specialized, language has devel-
oped to accommodate those changes. And I would 
suggest to you that it is exactly the same with the 
ponies. As their role in society changed, and con-
tinues to change, so has the terms by which they 
were/are known and the ponies themselves have 
changed, even within my lifetime. 

Harry, I have no doubt would recognise the bicycle 

of modern times as being a type of Pushbike. Just 
as I am sure that he would recognise the Fell Po-
nies at Lownthwaite to-day as being bred from his 
beloved Galloways.  Harry always preferred a 
black pony with white markings, he considered an 
all- black horse or pony to be unlucky, funereal. 
But at that time ponies, especially mares, with 
white markings were more valuable. Because when 
mated with a coloured stallion they were more 
likely to throw a coloured foal, an animal favoured 
by the travelling people as they were less likely to 
be commandeered for re-mounts. I believe that the 
white markings have been bred out by accident 
rather than by design. When ponies displaying 
white markings were worth more, than an all-
black one, it was those which were sold, conse-
quently those left at home to breed from had fewer 
white markings. Continue the process for several 

Lownthwaite Ponies on the fell.  (Photo courtesy of  Christine Morton). 
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generations and the white markings gradually 
diminish in the breeding stock. Given that the 
reverse is now occurring, if I am correct, in the 
future we should see more ponies displaying 
white markings, as solid coloured ponies are in 
fashion. The wheel has turned. Back to the be-
ginning. Harry was always very particular that 
the ponies had fine, straight hair; saying that 
one could find a Fell Pony in the dark just by 
feeling its mane!  As to feather he said less was 
more, all feather and no foot was his bible. As to 
a pony’s head, he would say looking at a pony 
from the front one should see two ears, two eyes 
and two nostrils; big head good nature, big ears 
good pony. One does not ride on a head or on 
feather, one sits in the middle with as much in 
front as behind. I am in no doubt that he would 
have disapproved of the modern fashion for a pro-
fusion of feather, to Harry and Frank it would 
have brought back bad memories of the ‘Fashion 
for Feather’ which brought the Shire Horse into 
disrepute. However Harry and Frank were real-
ists and would agree that the breeder of livestock 
is always at the mercy of his wallet, there is after 
all no future in producing goods which no one 
will purchase. Therefore I conclude that the future 
of the Fell Pony lies not with the breeders but with 
the consumers; breeders will breed whatever the 
consumer wishes to buy. 

Thomas Wales (1848-
1926) and his mother, 
Mary (1811), together 
with various other mem-
bers of his family moved 
from Mid-Town Farm, 
Melkinthrope, Penrith to Lownthwaite as tenant 
farmers in 1889. As a tenant of the Lord Hoth-
field/ Appleby Castle  Estate, he was required to 
take on the ‘hefted stock’,30 cows, 100 sheep and 
50 ponies as  part of his tenant’s contract.  

It was a time of great change, the steam packet 
ships and the innovations of Clarence Birdseye 
(Captain Birdseye) meant that food from all parts 
of the British Empire was transported quickly 
and cheaply to feed the people of Britain. British 
farmers, at the mercy of this overseas market were 
slowly but surely going bankrupt. 

September, Thomas sent a farm man with a 
string of ponies to be sold at Brough Hill Fair, 
they were probably unbroken two, three and four 
year old geldings. Thomas rode there on a light-
legged horse, on arrival at the fair the 
‘crack’ (gossip) was that horses and ponies were a 
fair trade, reasonable prices. However it soon be-
came apparent that the trade was ‘flying’, prices 
were above all expectations. Thomas was a farmer 
by name but his every instinct was that of a deal-
er. If ‘it’ would move, and in some cases even if it 

wouldn’t and Thomas 
could see money in it 
he would buy it only to 
sell it again. Thomas 
soon discovered why 
prices were so high, 

there were a number of foreign buyers/ Germans 
who were buying large numbers of horses and po-
nies, they were creating a shortage and this was 
driving prices up. Everything Thomas had heard 
and read in recent months pointed towards war. 
Thomas made the decision to send the farm man 
back to Lownthwaite with the ponies unsold, with 
instructions to turn the ponies back out onto the 
open fell.  Every instinct told Thomas that if war 
came there would be a shortage of horse power, he 
would be able to sell his ponies for more money 
later on. Also Thomas would not sell his ponies to 
the enemy -- it was a point of principle.  If Thom-

Mr Harry Wales’s Shepherding pony (1935)  
“Dam Stepper” (Sire Peepings Swell), 3rd at London Pony Show.  

(Photo courtesy of Christine Morton) 

“ Therefore I conclude that the future of 
the Fell Pony lies not with the breeders 

but with the consumers; breeders will breed 
whatever the consumer wishes to buy.” 
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as had meant to save his ponies from the atroci-
ties of war he was sadly mistaken for all too soon 
the British Army came and commandeered po-
nies. They took not only ponies but also a cart, a 
load of fodder and the heavy horses to pull it, 
leaving barely enough fodder for the remaining 
farm animals. 

At the end of the war in 1918 many, if not most, of 
the British Army’s horses and ponies sent over-
seas to help in the war effort lay dead on the bat-
tlefields of Europe.  In less than four months, 
some 250,000 horses and ponies were repatriated. 
Many were out of a job, on the scrap heap, sold off 
to the highest bidder. The market was flooded 
and the price of horses and ponies crashed. 

The British Army returned in the 1930’s and com-
mandeered ponies, their destiny Pakistan, this 
time they were more selective and chose only po-
nies which were correct at the five places where 
they touched the ground. Good teeth, feet that 
could walk many miles unshod and fine silky 
feather, cast during the summer months, which 

would not become entangled with debris and 
mud. 

The coming of the railways caused the demise of 
the long distance horse haulage industry, but en-
sured that the short distance horse haulage in-
dustry flourished. My father Frank (Henry Fran-
cis Wales 1924-2005) always said that “One need-
ed a gay sharp pony if one had a train to catch”. 
But increased motorised transport ensured that 
the demand for ponies steadily decreased. One 
four year old Fell Pony gelding broken to ride and 
drive was sold in 1936 for £7 he went to pull a 
fruit and vegetable cart in Blackpool. Only the 
demand for pit ponies continued. Owners neither 
wanted nor need registration certificates, they 
were an unnecessary expense. The birth of the lei-
sure industry and the time when a registered po-
ny commanded a premium price were yet to come. 

Yet it was during these inter war years that 
‘Lownthwaite’ was bought. Only now, free from 
the shackles of his tenancy agreement, was my 
grandfather Harry (Henry Wales 1896-1976) able 

Mrs. Christine Morton (then as Christine Wales—looking not too happy in the pouring rain!) in 1962 
with Lownthwaite Ann,    Champion Fell at Penrith Show.  (Photo courtesy of Christine Morton)  



Page 12 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) - Spring/Summer 2013  

to register his beloved Galloways in The Fell sec-
tion of the National Pony Society Stud Book, us-
ing his own name as owner and breeder and the 
name of the farm he now owned first as a suffix 
and then as a prefix.  

In Volume XXI, Fell section of the National Pony 
Society Studbook, Harry registered four Fell Po-
nies, bred at Lownthwaite, with recorded pedi-
grees; using his own name as both breeder and 
owner and the name of the farm he now owned, 
Lownthwaite, as a suffix: 

Jenny of Lownthwaite 6367, born1926, named 
after his mother. 
Lucy of Lownthwaite 6368, born 1923, named 
after his daughter. 
Mary of Lownthwaite 6369, born 1922, named 
after his grandmother. 
Sarah of Lownthwaite 6370, born 1926, named 
after his wife. 
 
The first tractor at Lownthwaite was bought in 
1940, it was a blue Fordson, running on Tractor 
Vapourising Oil (TVO) it had metal wheels and 
spoke lugs. All too soon it became apparent that 
these metal wheels were highly unsuitable for 
much of the farm’s work. A set of second-hand bus 
rubber tyres and their metal rims were bought at 
a cost of £150, it was wartime and such items 
were only available on the black market. But it 
was the invention of pneumatic tyres that had the 
biggest impact on farm work. Without them hors-
es would have continued to plod over the fields for 
many more years.  Tractors gradually replaced 
the heavy horses at Lownthwaite and by 1950 
there was only one old Clydesdale left, retained to 
sow turnips. 

Both Frank and Harry bore silent witness to what 
was to become known as ‘The Slaughter of the 
Heavies’. Frank always said it was hard, heart-
breaking to see good and faithful servants going 
into cans to feed the people of Europe. But the 
horses ate a lot, were out of a job and the people of 
Europe were hungry. Practicality and simple eco-
nomics overrode all sentimentality. 

Even though a motor car, a Morris which had cel-
luloid windows and a canvas top, registration 

ECC 7879, had been purchased in 1928, the light 
–legged horses and ponies plodded on. There 
would be final flourish before they were finally 
usurped by the arrival at Lownthwaite of a Grey 
Ferguson tractor and later the Land Rover. The 
final nail in the coffin was the arrival of the quad 
bike. 

War time brought coupons, food rationing for 
man and beast. There were coupons for a milk 
cow, a farm dog and a shepherding pony, but 
none for pets or race horses. Frank bought a Thor-
oughbred filly, sired by Merely a Minor, from Mr. 
Tom Dickinson, High House, Southernby, Hesket 
New Market. Her arrival at Lownthwaite, where 
she would become Frank’s shepherding pony, 
caused some ‘discussion’ between father and son.  
Nevertheless she had been bought and must be 
paid for. Upon learning that Frank had offered to 
pay £14 (her stud fee had been £100) Harry said 
that Tom had been robbed and paid £16 for her. 
Such a man was my grandfather, honourable, a 
gentleman and a gentle man. Frank always main-
tained that she was the best shepherding horse or 
pony that he ever owned, or was ever likely to 
own. It was also at this time, because of food ra-
tioning, that Storm Boy 2288 came to live at 
Lownthwaite, because no one else would have 
him. 

However it was not food rationing but petrol ra-
tioning which saw ponies leave the fells in droves. 
Milburn farmers gathered in seventy ponies off 
the fell, of which fifty belonged to Lownthwaite. 
Whilst other farmers sold them all Harry kept 
seventeen Fell Ponies, for no other reason than 
that he liked them, the rest were sold. Buyers nei-
ther wanted nor needed registration certificates. 
Fell Ponies, broken to ride and drive, which before 
the outbreak of war had been sold for less than 
£10 were now in demand. A four year old gelding 
was sold in 1936 for £7, he went to pull a fruit 
and vegetable cart in Blackpool).  Ponies who 
were relatively cheap to keep, which could be rid-
den and/or driven and who were capable of pull-
ing a gig, a butcher’s cart, a fruit and vegetable 
van or such like now commanded good prices. 
This was the backdrop to which in 1945 a Fell 
Pony meeting was held at the home of Mr Richard 
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Little, The Guards, Ireby.  Frank and Harry went 
to this meeting, Mr Joe Relph was in the chair, 
other members present were Mr Joe Baxter, Mr 
Bellas of Keswick, Mrs. Sylvia Marshall 
(McCosh, Dalemain), Mr Eddie Wilson, 
(Townend) and Mr Sam Wood of Crosby Lodge. It 
was at this meeting that the plan for an Enclo-
sure Scheme was hatched, its purpose was to save 
a decimated breed from extinction. It was now 
that the aim of the Society was first coined, ‘To 
foster and keep pure the old breed of pony which 
has roamed the Northern fells for centuries.’ The 
plan worked in so much as more people began to 
breed and register Fell Ponies doubtless the fact 
that, even after the war, ponies remained in de-
mand was an incentive. This demand gradually 
diminished as fewer ponies were sold to go into 
the mines, and motorised transport became more 

widespread.  
1969 Frank 
wrote in his 
diary, “The 
girls (Christine 
and Frances) 
have taken the 
Fell Ponies to 
the back end 
(Autumn) sale 
at Wigton, pric-
es are disap-
pointing, 71 
Guineas for a 
mare and foals 
18-25 guineas, 
they are not 
worth the price 
of a gimmer 
(female) lamb, 
I don’t know 
why we bother 
to carry on.” 
Prices contin-
ued to fall and 
by 1972 a 
yearling filly 
could be 
bought for 11 

guineas.  

However what was not foreseen, at the time of the 
establishment of the Enclosure Scheme, was a 
narrowing of the gene pool, a problem exaggerat-
ed by the closure of the stud book. The stallion 
grading scheme, which was open to corruption 
and cronyism and ended in a punch up, was less 
than helpful. The only time I ever witnessed Har-
ry return home from a Fell Pony meeting upset/
distressed was upon the occasion of the closing of 
the Stud Book, February 1969. Harry came home 
sat in his chair and solemnly announced, “They 
have closed the Stud Book. There is nothing I can 
do or say to make them change their minds. The 
ladies must have their way, it is a mistake, we 
must not inbreed”.  As Chairman, Harry felt re-
sponsible and carried that burden to his grave.  

Page 13 

The late Frank Wales (left) and his brother Thomas Wales (right) winning the Supreme Championship at the 
FPS Stallion Show with Johnnie Walker in 1964.  Johnnie Walker was later exported to Canada when he was 

purchased by the late E.P. Taylor, who was well-known in the thoroughbred racing industry.                                                       
(Photo courtesy of Christine Morton) 
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Of the five bloodlines left after the war, the two 
Heltondale lines have become as one and the Park 
House Victor line has virtually disappeared. We 
cannot create a new bloodline we can only work 
with what we have. The danger of a further re-
duction in bloodlines now looms large, in respect 
of what we now call The Syndrome.  We must not 
bury our heads in the sand and imagine that the 
problem will just go away, it won’t. The danger 
now is that fashion and the intention to avoid 
carriers will narrow the gene pool even further. 
We must not stop breeding from carriers if we do 
we may end up in a worse position than we are 
now. We all must accept that The Syndrome can 
be bred out but it must take generations not years. 
The ponies have worked for King, for Queen, for 
country, for you, and for I. Now is the time that 
we must work for them.” 2  

Management of the Semi-Feral Herd 

Today’s herd of Lownthwaite ponies, several doz-
en strong, live on the open fell above the fell gate 
from October to May, excluding the stallions and 
current year’s foals.  According to Christine Mor-
ton, they “are the descendants of  those ponies 
which my great grandfather, Tom (Thomas Wales 
1848-1926) ’took on’ as part of the hefted stock 
when he moved to farm at Lownthwaite, as a ten-
ant of Lord Hothfield’s Appleby Castle Estate in 
1889;, 30 cattle, 50 ponies and 100 sheep 100 
sheep. 

The ponies spend much of the year out on the 
open fell/ beyond the fell gate, They are gathered 
in at foaling time, the mares remain ‘in-bye’ (in 
fields,) for foaling. After foaling the mares will 
run with their respective stallion whilst rearing 
their foals. Normally fillies are first covered as 
three year olds to foal as four year olds. In Octo-
ber the foals are weaned, they remain housed with 
turnout during their first winter. After weaning 
the mares go immediately back to the fell and to-
gether with the younger ponies remain there for 
the winter. The ponies are fed hay during the win-
ter months, if required, but it is water that is of 
utmost importance during spells of very cold 
weather. Thus when the stream freezes over and 
neither ponies nor humans can break the ice then 

the ponies are ’let in’ to a field where spring water 
is readily available. March is known as the Hun-
gry Month, spring comes late to these high fells, 
but is always a welcome visitor;  the grass begins 
to show her face on or about the 21st April.  The 
ponies remain at the fell until once again they are 
gathered in at foaling time, when the cycle begins 
all over again. No entire males, (bulls, stallions or 
rams) are allowed to run on the Fell, so any colts 
or stallions must remain in-bye.” 3  

Worming, Vaccinations, Blacksmith and Brand-
ing 

The ponies have free access to rock salt and trace 
mineral licks whenever they are “in-bye” (in the 
enclosed fields at the farm).  The ponies are not 
routinely vaccinated.  Generally, ponies are all 
wormed when they come in off the fell or are 
turned back out again.   Regardless of whether 
they are at the fell or not, around the turn of the 
year all the ponies are wormed with a broad 
spectrum wormer which includes tapeworm cov-
erage.  In May, the stallions and mares not in 
foal will be wormed.  When foals are 10 days+ 
old, the foals and their dams are all wormed, and 
stallions, mares and foals are wormed again 
around weaning time.  Ponies are also usually 
treated with louse powder at the time of worm-
ing. 

All the ponies “see” the blacksmith at least once 
a year, whether they need it or not, with mares 
and stallions being done usually just before cov-
ering time.  Foals are usually done after weaning 
once they have been haltered, and again in the 
spring (as yearlings) before they are turned out.   

Freeze branding, which used to be done routinely 
(to identify the ponies in mixed herds on the open 
fell), has since gone out of fashion, particularly 
since the advent of microchips.  Many Lown-
thwaite ponies still bear freeze brands, typically 
in the saddle area.  Freeze branding, if it is done, 
should be performed at the “right time of 
year” (when there are no flies or frost).4 

Pony Handling and Uses on the Farm 

Foals are all haltered and weaned in groups, ide-
ally in pairs.  As Mrs. Morton explained, “They 
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are placed in loose boxes and just left for at least 7 
days to settle. They are initially fed hay, just lying 
on the ground. Hard feed will be introduced grad-
ually after a day or so. The foals are then hal-
tered, taught to lead and be tied up…This is a 
gradual process which takes as long as it has to… 
Every pony is different. 

The ponies are only handled/haltered for worm-
ing, the blacksmith or when necessary. . .such as 
in the case of injury. Otherwise they pretty much 
go it alone free from humans…Their duty is to 
their offspring and the herd.   

Only the ponies which are being ridden and or 
driven will be given more human attention. Work-
ing on the farm. . . the ponies are still used  for 
shepherding/ livestock farmers are always shep-
herding, they just can’t help it! It doesn’t matter 
what you are doing or where you are going one 
just cannot help seeing that calf that looks sad, or 

the lamb with a sore eye or the sheep lying dead 
and wondering why and going to investigate. But 
realistically now-a-days the shepherding is done 
from a Land Rover, a Quad bike, a Rhino or 
shanks pony! The days when the ponies worked 
on the farm daily are long gone. Some-one once 
asked my father Frank, about the good old days of 
‘Horse Power.’ His reply was ‘There were none, it 
was just cold, wet and backbreaking work for 
man and beast. Now is better’”.5   

Breeding Stock  

As a semi-feral herd, the broodmares are not usu-
ally bought in, but rather are descendants of po-
nies bred at Lownthwaite for generations.  In 
choosing suitable stallions, the late Mr. Frank 
Wales remarked, “I would not use a stallion 
which had poor conformation, round bone, bad 
action, parrot mouth, curly feather, bad feet or 
was bad tempered or too big.  Choosing a mare is 

Alison Morton and Lownthwaite Fingerprint at the FPS Southern Show in 2012  (Photo courtesy of Alison Morton) 
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really just the same as choosing a stallion.” 6  

Some Influential Lownthwaite Ponies 

Lownthwaite Fell Ponies have clearly had a last-
ing influence on the breed, both in the UK and 
around the world where Lownthwaite Fell ponies 
have served as foundation stock.  This includes 
North America where the late Lownthwaite 
Orange Blossom FP1716*, who recently passed 
away at age 25 (see p. 18), has probably been the 
most influential broodmare on the North Ameri-
can Fell population to date. 

In the UK, Lownthwaite Star Trek 15144, was 
noted by her breeder, the late H. Frank Wales, to 
be best Fell pony he had ever bred:  “Star Trek 
won many prizes in the show ring both in hand 
and ridden classes, [Supreme] Champion at the 
FPS Summer Breed Show twice [1974 and 1980]. 
She bred a number of good, quality foals. In addi-
tion she was a good all round pony; she could 
jump, gymkhana, handy pony, pony club, etc... do 
anything you wanted to do and she had an excel-
lent temperament.”  Looking back, he also felt 
that his family’s most important contribution to 

the Fell Pony breed had been that they “kept on 
breeding ponies in their natural / traditional en-
vironment when most people gave up doing so, 
probably for economic reasons”. 7   

In addition, Lownthwaite Gary FP825C* 
owned Mr S Lightfoot & Miss H Lightfoot, was 
1998 FPS Stallion Show Supreme Champion and 
was Stallion Progeny winner numerous times at 
the FPS Breed Show.  He has served at stud both 
in the UK and in the Netherlands, and also has 
many descendants in North America. 

Other memorable ponies have included Lown-
thwaite Swell — daughter of Lownthwaite Bon-
ny, and the mother of Lownthwaite Ann and 
Lownthwaite Linda —whose name frequently 
appears in pedigrees.   Christine recalled Lown-
thwaite Swell as being “a sweet natured pony, she 
wasn’t hard black — more of a black/brown —
and that [Alison’s] Heidi reminds her of Swell.”8  

For Christine, Lownthwaite Ann was the most 
influential to her personally, as she was the 
“pony who as a child I rode and spent the most 
time with — the other ponies seemed to come and 

go but she was always there. 
Frances would say for her it 
was [Lownthwaite] Jewell 
and was broken-hearted 
when dad sold her. For Ali-
son it would have to be 
[Lownthwaite] Bramble 
a.k.a. “Bunny”, who she 
bought from Frank for 50p 
because then he couldn’t sell 
her like [Lownthwaite] 
Cherry and [Lownthwaite] 
Songbird to name just 
two.”9 

 

Semi-Feral Herd Preser-
vation 

 Representing the 
youngest generation of Fell 
breeders at Lownthwaite, 
Miss Alison Wales Morton is 
concerned about conserva-
tion efforts for the dwindling 

The late Mrs. Nancy Lightfoot and Lownthwaite Gary, Supreme Champion at the 1998 FPS 
Stallion Show (Photo courtesy of Christine Morton) 
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semi-feral Fell Pony herds, as well as with inter-
ference of their grazing rights on the open fells: 

“I have been lucky enough to contribute to both 
David Murray’s Hadrian Walk project in 2011 
and in the making of Tom Lloyd’s film project En-
dangered Species in 2010. Both of these gentle-
men have worked hard trying to increase the pro-
file of the Fell Pony. David Murray has dedicated 
many hours studying the role of the Fell Pony for 
conservation grazing. One of David’s studies iden-
tified that Fell Ponies are suitable conservation 
grazers in a wide variety of grazing situations 
and that they already satisfy English Nature’s 
requirements for native breeds involved in opti-
mal land management schemes.  So why is Eng-
lish Nature so keen to offer compulsory and vol-
untary purchase of grazing rights?  

After the Foot and Mouth outbreak of 2001 both 
sheep and pony rights were purchased on a volun-
tary basis by English Nature as they believed that 
Milburn Common was subjected to over grazing. 
Cattle had already been removed several years 
previously from the Common, by common agree-
ment of the Commoners, as they excessively 
poached and damaged the land.  

English Nature erected a fence between Blencarn 
Fell and Milburn Common supposedly along the 
line of the old Cumberland and Westmorland 
Boundary to help with the hefting of sheep, which 
local farmers had bought in order to replace stock 
which had been compulsory purchased during the 
Foot and Mouth outbreak. This has had a large 
impact on the Lownthwaite herd as they are una-
ble to graze an area of good quality sheltered land 
as they once were. The fence runs along part of the 
Crowdundle beck and means that the crossing 
points which the ponies previously regularly used 
are no longer accessible and they have to walk 
much further to cross the river and access fresh 
water in winter. The result of which, together 
with the increased number of people walking the 
Pennine Way, exaggerated by the ‘Right to Roam’ 
legislation, means that the ponies are continually 
disturbed and now spend more and more time on 
the lower part of the Common.  Consequently in 
winter they need to be fed with hay as they have 

already consumed much of the summer grass. In 
2011 Belted Galloway cattle were introduced onto 
the fell. It is worth pointing out that these cattle 
are not native to this area. One might suppose 
that English Nature “make the rules up” as they 
go along. I believe that they are not interested in 
keeping Fell Ponies on the Fells where they have 
lived for hundreds of years. Conservation grazing 
in its current form demonstrates the Fell Pony’s 
ability as a conservation grazier, this I believe is 
aimed at providing a suitable habitat for birds 
and as such it will not help to keep native ponies 
on their native heath, more especially Fell Ponies 
‘where the Helm Wind blows’ and in the moun-
tains of Cumberland and Westmorland.  

I feel that the Fell Pony Society needs to utilise 
the work that David and Tom have done to help 
breeders keep the Semi feral herds on their native 
heath. If the Fell Pony Society have any interest 
in and/or have any wish to see the semi-feral 
herds continue, preserve the true characteristics of 
the Fell Pony and fulfil their obligation in main-
taining the aims of the Society, then they will 
have to become proactive rather than just sit on 
their hands, say much and do nothing.” 10 

 

Lownthwaite Fell Pony Heritage                
and Future 

The dedication of longtime breeders such as 
those at Lownthwaite is truly remarkable, and 
we can only hope that this historical semi-feral 
herd may be preserved for generations to come.   
Such herds roaming freely on the fells represent 
not only the efforts of breeders like the Wales 
family, but also the heritage of the Fell Pony 
breed itself throughout the region. 

Mrs. Christine Morton is concerned that “the 
herds of semi-feral ponies will continue to de-
crease as their owners/guardians either retire or 
die. The bottom line is -- there’s no money in it. 
Who cares? And why should they? 

Looking back I cannot remember a time when the 
ponies were not a part of everyday life. There al-
ways was/is something to be done. Stallions to 
care for. Mares to foal, foals to halter, colts to 



 Over The Rainbow Bridge 

Page 18 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Spring/Summer 2013  

So sad to report that in May we had to say "good-bye" to our dear mare, 
Lownthwaite Orange Blossom at age 25.  She was one of our first 
Fell ponies and not only was one of our principal foundation mares, but 
has been by far the most influential foundation mare in the North 
American Fell population, with 14 wonderful offspring and numerous 
descendants spanning several generations.   We have been very blessed 
to have her all these years - a sweetheart 
of a pony, and loyal, too!  For example, 
last winter I managed to slip and fall 
(hard) on the ice when I was checking the 
waterer in a pasture, just as a band of po-
nies (+ our lone TB) came running 'round 
a blind curve toward me. With the sound 
of running hooves I thought "I am going to 
get trampled" as I struggled to get up. A 
moment later, Orange Blossom, who had 
been quietly standing nearby, lurched for-
ward to stand between me (still horizon-
tal) and the running horses. She swung 
her head toward them and pinned her 
ears back, as if to warn "STOP"! (And they 
did just in time!) Next thing I know she 
had her nose (and long mane) in my face 
(seeming to check if I was ok.) Of course I 
got up and gave her a big hug! Aside from 
the fact that she came from a semi-feral 
herd (and yet still looked out for me), the 
most remarkable thing about all this is 
that Orange Blossom was never the type 
that would tell other horses what to do!  
What a grand old mare! She has been bur-
ied on the hilltop alongside her late half sister who was imported along with her, our beloved Lownthwaite 
Evelyn (who passed away a few years ago).  We miss them!   Mary Jean Gould-Earley, Laurel Highland Farm 

geld, ponies to be broken to drive and ride; the 
list is endless. I suppose my mother, Marjorie ‘hit 
the nail on the head’ when she said, ‘Horse hairs 
everywhere; they clog up the washing machine, 
they block the bath and the sink we even take 
them with our tea; horse hairs with everything.’ 
One can only wonder how many mothers echo 
those sentiments to-day! 

The ponies are a part of who we are. A part of our 
heritage, Judge and jury.” 11 

      MJG 
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News From The Old Dominion:  Virginia 
Majestic Rose is enjoying her new family and career, pictured above with owner Sarah Vogeley on a 
pleasure ride and swim in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia.  Rose was bred and 
raised at Majestic Stables in Huntsville, Ohio.  She resided for two years at the Kentucky Horse Park to 
represent the breed in demonstrations to the public to a narrated overview on the Fell Pony's history 
and modern day pursuits.  Rose is presently working with Sarah's daughter, Devon, on a 4-H Drill 
Team, and with Sarah doing mounted search and rescue work in the mid-Atlantic region.  Rose is an 
amazingly versatile pony and cherished family member; a true ambassador for her breed.   Her barn 
name is "Nanny Pony", as she always takes extra special care of her people, and takes her job very seri-
ously too.  Stay tuned for more updates on Rose's adventures in the near future! 

 

Sarah Vogeley 
Charlottsville, Virginia 
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I t was 22 years ago, when I first moved to 
Scotland, that I learned about the 100,000 

cattle a year which were driven on the hoof from 
the Highlands to London, for many years the 
greatest meat market in the world.  I decided 
then and there that one day I would follow in 
their footsteps on horseback.  In the years since, 
I’ve ridden numerous drove roads north and 
south of the border, but work, kids, family and 
the demands of life never allowed me enough 

time to follow my dream of riding the whole way.  
My friends who have died from cancer provide a 
constant reminder of how important it is to do 

what you really want while you still can, and al-
so inspired me to do my ride in aid of Cancer Re-
search UK.    

 

I eventually set off on 27th June 2010 with my 
two Fell ponies, Murthwiate Mikado (Micky) and 
Murthwaite Magic Spell (Magic), together with 
my daughter Elsa, who together with Micky had 
previously ridden 1,335 miles with me from John 
O’Groats to Lands End in 2006, also in aid of 
Cancer Research.  When I asked if she’d like to 
join me again riding to London, she’d replied 
“Why would I want to do that?”, but agreed to 
ride with me for the first week which as antici-
pated was the toughest of the trip in terms of ter-
rain, weather and horse handling.    For most of 
the rest of the way, other than the occasional day 
when a friend joined me on their own horse, I 
travelled alone.  In keeping with the drovers, I 
carried everything I needed with me rather than 
having a support vehicle, riding one pony and 
leading the other as pack pony.   

 

Our starting point was Dunvegan, at the north-
west end of Skye, where the cattle which came 
across by boat from the Outer Hebrides were of-
floaded.  After walking across Skye, the cattle 
used to be swum across the Sound of Sleat, with 
the tail of one roped to the jaw of the next, but it 
was not uncommon for some cows to be swept 
away by the fast-flowing current.  I was chicken 
and caught the ferry instead, which was risky 
enough.  Only too well aware of the potential for 
disaster on an open sided turntable ferry with 
nothing but lightweight, low chains should the 
ponies panic, I gave Micky three times the rec-
ommended dose of sedative, which sadly didn’t 
work until we’d landed at Glenelg.  My relief that 
neither pony jumped ship (so I could have had 
two ponies on my logo after all!) was matched 
only by my excitement to walk up the very same 
cobbles on which 4,000 cattle used to scramble 
ashore each year.   

DROVERS’ FOOTSTEPS — 

ON THE HOOF FROM SKYE TO SMITHFIELD  
 By Vyv Wood-Gee 

In the footsteps of the drovers:  Vyv riding Micky and leading 
Magic through Northumberland on Vyv’s birthday  

(Photo courtesy of Vyv Wood-Gee) 
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Following as closely as possible the main route 
taken by the drovers down through the High-
lands to the site of the former tryst at Falkirk, we 
headed south over the Pentlands via Peebles, 
Hawick and Kielder to Stagshaw Bank near Hex-
ham, another major market where many of the 
cattle changed hands again before continuing on 
their journey south.  In some places the old 
routes have long since disappeared under bogs, 
reservoirs and railway lines, or been adopted as 
main roads – including long stretches of the 
Great North Road.  The most exciting parts are 
where the old drove roads are still clearly visible 
such as Gypsy Glen above Peebles, and the Ham-
bledon Drove which leads over the hills to York.  
From York my ponies and I continued south via 
Selby and Lincoln to Sleaford before heading east 
via Spalding to Norfolk where the Scottish cattle 
were traditionally fattened before the final leg of 
their journey to market in London.    

  

The City of London mounted police warned that 
they spend months training and preparing their 
horses before riding through the City, but Micky 
and Magic rose to the occasion as they had to all 

Vyv setting off across the old bridge at Sligachan Skye with her daughter Elsa  (who rode with her for the first week from Skye to 
London) in front on Micky in a pink hat, with Vyv behind on Magic.  (Photo courtesy of Vyv Wood-Gee) 

Riding along the West Highland Way to Glencoe on 
1st July - great Scottish weather!                                        
(Photo courtesy of Vyv Wood-Gee) 
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else on their epic journey, never flinching an inch 
at double decker buses or police cars racing past 
with sirens blaring.  They took the high rise 
buildings and St. Paul’s Cathedral as much in 
their stride as they had the bogs, forests and tor-
rential rain further north. Little would anyone 
have guessed that only a few weeks previously 
the very same angelic black ponies had galloped 
two miles off up a hill into the gloaming while I 
fastened a gate! 

 

Determined to add to the authenticity, Micky and 
Magic tested my droving skills on more than one 
occasion.  Camped at Sligachan on Skye at the 
end of our first day, they escaped repeatedly over-
night from the electric fenced corale we’d made, 
and the same happened again in Glen Garry.  It’s 
not funny being woken up by a whinny in the 
middle of the night and hearing the sound of hooves trotting off up the road, when you realise 

The ponies enjoying a well-earned rest. . .?  Actually, this was  
Micky sleeping off the after-effects of “too much dope” the day 
before which was administered to quieten him down on the 

tiny ferry across from Skye to the mainland!   

Magic (left, with packsaddle) and Micky (right with riding 
saddle) snatching a well earned mouthful to refill their tanks 
after a stiff climb up to the top of Maiden Paps in the Scottish 

Borders, on the old drove route to London exactly.                    
(Photo courtesy of Vyv Wood-Gee) 

Riding through London past St. Paul's cathedral  
(Photo courtesy of Vyv Wood-Gee) 
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yours are the only horses for miles, and the near-
est fence to stop them is perhaps 20 miles dis-
tant.  After that I tried wherever possible to find 
a field or a sta-
ble to contain 
them overnight.  
There’s no deny-
ing that at times 
it was tough go-
ing, physically 
and emotionally, 
but travelling 
with M&M, I was never short of company, nor 
was there ever a dull moment!   Unaware of their 
misdemeanours, wherever we went, my ponies 
attracted nothing but admiration – so much so 
that the drivers in front of us on a bridge through 
Selby forgot to look where they were going and 
crashed into each other!   

 

We reached our destination, Smithfield Market 
in London, on 25th August, having ridden 900 
miles in just over 8 weeks.  Endurance riders 
may scoff at how long it took us, but this wasn’t a 
competition.  Riding all day, nearly every day, for 
weeks on end is very different to what you can do 
in a day or a weekend.  Travelling at the same 
steady pace as the drovers, I had chance to enjoy 

not only the countryside I rode through and the 
people I met, and to think about those who had 
travelled this way before.   

 

Smithfield was the end of the road, 
quite literally, for the 100,000 cattle 
who walked each year from the 
Highlands.  Despite threats along 
the way that the same fate was in 
store if they didn’t behave, Micky 
and Magic headed back home to 

Scotland in a trailer for a well earned rest.  Mag-
ic, now 10, has this year given birth to a beauti-
ful colt, Wizard, who I hope will accompany me 
on my travels in years to come.  At 15, Micky 
reckons he’s still at least a decade off retirement, 
and apart from planning our coast to coast ride 
across England this year, he’s busy dreaming up 
pranks for the trip we’re planning next year 
across the Pyrenees.   

 

You can read more about Vyv’s ride on www.ride-
for-researchorg, and 
www.droversfootsteps.blogspot.com.  And before 
you ask, yes the book is half-written.  Watch this 
space!!  
 

Smithfield Market at last!  (Photo courtesy of Vyv Wood-Gee) 

“ It’s not funny being woken up by a whinny 
in the middle of the night and hearing the 

sound of hooves trotting off up the road, when 
you realise yours are the only horses for 
miles, and the nearest fence to stop them is 
perhaps 20 miles distant.”  
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New Arrivals! 

DreamHayven Avalon 

s. Littletree Bodini 

d. Lunesdale White Heather 

Laurelhighland Tiara 

s. Laurelhighland Union Jack 

d. Castle Hill Dainty 

Laurelhighland Rapunzel 

s. Laurelhighland Union Jack 

d. Sleddale Lib V 

Southmoore Isabel 

s. Laurelhighland Chester 

d. Laurelhighland Crystal 

Laurelhighland Starlight 

s. Laurelhighland Maestro 

d. Brackenbank Poppy 

Laurelhighland Sweet Melody 

s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Laurelhighland Piper 

DreamHayven Arcadia 

s. Littletree Bodini 

d. DreamHayven Aurora 

Laurelhighland Leonardo 

s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Sleddale Wild Rose V  

Southmoore Winston 

s. Laurelhighland Chester 

d. Laurelhighland Emma  

Laurelhighland Mariah 

s. Laurelhighland Maestro 

d. Lownthwaite Monarch 
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The Great Horse Breeds of the World, Volume 1 
Now Available For Purchase Online at WWW.FPSNA.ORG! 

This beautiful, full color, hard cover book brings together some of the most beautiful, rare and amazing breeds 
available to horse and pony lovers today, including the Fell Pony! Interesting facts and information about each 
breed, along with contact information, are included.    

Book includes a 3-page section all about the Fell Pony, which was spon-
sored by FPSNA breeders both as a fundraiser for FPSNA and to help 
educate about this breed.  Thank-you to all those who helped make this 
possible! 
 

So if you are looking for the perfect gift to give to all the horse and pony 
enthusiasts on your list, this is the book!  
 
Hardcover: 112 high gloss, museum quality paper pages 
Publisher: Whitehall Publishing; First Edition (July 22, 2011) 
Language: English 
ISBN-10: 1935122258 
ISBN-13: 978-1935122258 
Product Dimensions: 11.1 x 8.6 x 0.6 inches 
Shipping Weight: 1.5 pounds 
Breeds and Photos: more than 250 photos of fabulous equines from around the 
globe representing more than 2 dozen breeds (including 8 Fell Pony photographs 
from FPSNA and UK breeders).  Price: $32.00, including Priority Mail shipping with-
in the United States when you purchase at www.fpsna.org .  (Please contact us for 
a shipping quote if you need it shipped outside the continental USA.) 

2000 filly,  
Mustahevonen 

Deco, 
 is the original 

“stork foal” 

That’s it for 
now—  

See you next 
issue! 

Angelmeadow Shandy 
Sorensen 

s. Applebyfair Maximus  

d. Stonecreek Sapphire 

Laurelhighland Troubadour 

s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Laurelhighland Lyric  

New Arrivals!  (continued) 
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Dispersed Decisions Best for the Breed 

  By Jenifer Morrissey 
As an engineer/scientist by training, I am always concerned with how my field is portrayed in the media 
and how my colleagues conduct themselves.  Imagine my embarrassment, then, when I was contacted by 
the Fell Pony Society of North America treasurer the other day saying I had made a math error on a 
funds transfer I had requested.  I felt I had let my colleagues down! 

 

The following two articles , offering perspectives from two different breeders, both reference a recent 
journal publication regarding FIS Testing, which is available for review at the following link:  
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/172/15/398.2.full.pdf?
keytype=ref&ijkey=N8BSQelMt8wIBZz .   It is also available in print via the following reference: 
Carter, S.D., et al., “Foal immunodeficiency syndrome: carrier testing has markedly reduced disease 
incidence” (Veterinary Record 2013 172: 398)  
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Given my background, I am always interested to read scientific studies about equines, and of course po-
nies in particular.  So it was with great anticipation that I began to read the recent ‘short communica-
tion’ on the FIS test.  To say I was disappointed with what my scientific colleagues had published was an 
understatement.  If you’re interested in reading my full critique of the article, my contact information 
can be found in the Breeders’ Directory.  

 

The Fell Pony breed has long been sustained through the dispersed breeding decisions of its stewards.  
Through the years, each breeder has chosen stallions to match their mares to produce ponies that con-
form to the breed description.  With the advent of the FIS test, I think we’re at a critical juncture be-
cause some are advocating particular recommendations about how breeders should move forward, in ef-
fect centralizing the decision making about breeding to some extent.  I appreciate that so far The Fell 
Pony Society has chosen to continue its historic position:  let individual breeders continue to make the 
best choices they can on behalf of the breed. 

 

Every breeder’s situation is different, and inevitably a solution that is best for one breeder doesn’t work 
for another.  The scientists who developed the FIS test, for instance, are advocating avoidance of carrier-
to-carrier matings.  What if the majority of one’s ponies are carriers?  Clearly the scientists’ advice 
wouldn’t work for such a breeder.  My anecdotal evidence suggests that in this country herds are skewed 
either heavily towards carriers or heavily towards clear ponies with not many herds hitting the possible 
breed average of 47%.  This situation inevitably skews breeders’ perceptions of the right way forward.  
Again, one size doesn’t fit all. 

 

I have also heard suggestions that the breed should move towards all stallions being clear.  This recom-
mendation is also untenable.  Early in my Fell Pony career I almost quit breeding because I couldn’t find 
a stallion that I felt was a good match for my mare.  Fortunately I eventually found one, after looking at 
dozens and dozens of Fell Ponies.  The thought of having 47% fewer stallions to consider when searching 
for good matches makes me fear for the breed.   

 

I’ve also heard that we should replace carrier stallions with clear sons.  This strategy might be a possibil-
ity for large breeders, but for small ones like me it would be devastating.  I applaud the Fell Pony Society 
for being consistent with the breed’s past:  breeding strategies in the era of the FIS test should be the 
responsibility of individual breeders, not the breed society, veterinarians, large breeders, or scientists.   

 

A long-time Cumbrian Fell Pony breeder once told me that when raising livestock, there’s inevitably 
dead stock.  I know that many of us don’t consider our ponies livestock, but on the other hand many of us 
do and may therefore be willing to risk the occasional syndrome foal to achieve our breeding goals.  I am 
again thankful that the Fell Pony Society has not adopted a mandate regarding FIS, letting each breeder 
make their own judgment about the relative importance of animal welfare and breed type.  The Fell Po-
ny breed will be strengthened into the future by the ongoing collective decisions of its stewards. 

 

              JM 

(Photo on opposite page courtesy and copyright Jenifer Morrissey, 2013 ) 
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FIS Testing:   

Balancing Animal Welfare and Breed Conservation 
 A recent article by Dr. Stuart Carter, et al., “Foal immunodeficiency syndrome: carrier testing has 
markedly reduced disease incidence” (Veterinary Record 2013 172: 398) may come as welcome news for 
those advocating animal welfare as a high priority, including the research team who worked many years 
to develop the carrier test.  It is important to note that while the “short communication” showed a de-
crease in number of affected Fell foals, this only approached statistical significance for a trend.  Further-
more, the researchers also acknowledged that the data may be skewed by sample selection bias.  None-
theless, this and other evidence suggests that at least some breeders have followed the researchers’ rec-
ommendation of avoiding carrier to carrier matings, and those that have will have seen (by definition) 
complete eradication of the disease.   Surely from the standpoint of every foal that was spared a lethal 
illness, and its mother that avoided suffering the loss, this is welcome news. 

 Paul May, the veterinarian in Cumbria who first reported the “syndrome” back in 1993, has 
probably seen the most cases since the problem was first identified, and has thus been instrumental in 
helping with the research efforts.  To put the research data into an “on the ground” perspective, he re-
ported that as of mid-June 2013, he has seen no FIS cases this year (in Cumbria) which is a dramatic 
change from years past, when typically 8-12 FIS foals would have been identified by this time of 
year.  Non-reported cases have always been a problem for statistical analysis, so that the true incidence 
of FIS remains unknown.  He also has evidence that many breeders are following the general recom-
mendation to avoid carrier-carrier breeding, resulting in the decline in FIS cases usually seen.  In addi-

A timeline of Fell Pony Society registrations and stallion licenses issued annually, highlighting a number of historical events 
which are related and/or may have influenced these numbers.  Notes:  Annual pony registrations and number of foals born are not 
necessarily equal because of late registrations, non-registrations, foal death, etc.  During first 50 years of Fell Stud Book especially, 
many Fell Ponies were registered late, and many others were not registered at all because of the Wars, finances, etc., even though 

Figure 1 
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tion, he noted that some breeders have already been successful in breeding good quality, FIS-clear colts 
by their carrier stallions to eventually replace those carriers.” (Personal correspondence with Paul May, 
June 2013)  (Update:  As of July 2013, Paul May is now aware of one confirmed case and several un-
confirmed cases, but still well below the usual number of cases he would see or be made aware of by 
this time of year in Cumbria. (Personal Correspondence with Paul May, July 2013)) 

  However, for breeders, long before the FIS test was developed it was also somewhat feared.  
What effect would it have on the breed?  How will breeders use the test?  Will they try to rapidly elimi-
nate carriers, causing yet another genetic bottleneck within the breed?  What will be left of breed type 
after all is said and done?  While most have been very grateful for the test development, others may 
have also found themselves sometimes at odds with scientists, whose primary focus may appear geared 
more toward animal welfare, while breeders are also legitimately worried about breed conservation.  
Nonetheless, with responsible use of the test, neither has to be sacrificed. 

 One must remember that it is a recommendation (not a regulation) to “avoid” carrier to carrier 
breeding, which carries a 25% risk of foal death.  There is no prohibition against taking this risk, and 
there are undoubtedly some breeders that still do (with the 3:1 odds in their favor).  Some ponies may 
not be tested – whether for financial reasons (the test is not that inexpensive) or because the owner 
simply does not want to know, so breeders may unwittingly breed carrier to carrier.  Some breeders 
may have no choice but to breed carriers to carriers, if the majority of their herd have been found to be 
carriers, and/or if a prized stallion happens to be a carrier.  And some breeders may occasionally choose 
to breed a carrier to a carrier because they believe that two particular ponies together will produce the 
best quality offspring.  On the other hand, since the test was developed, many other breeders (including 

many ponies were being bred (as per premium stallion breeding records.)   Sadly, many premium stallions were also exported, so 
there were but few remaining at the Stallion Show in 1932.  The inspection and grading-up schemes (while they lasted) helped to 
counteract the genetic bottlenecks caused by  relatively small numbers of stallions being used as travelling stallions and in the en-
closures, and brought valuable bloodlines into the Stud Book that might have otherwise been lost to the breed forever. 
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the author) have chosen to avoid breeding carrier to carrier in their own breeding programs, in order to 
avoid risk of disease and death of the foal.  As the Fell Pony Society has no rules about any of this, it re-
mains the responsibility of individual breeders to make such decisions for themselves. 

 There is also no recommendation in favor of eliminating carriers – in fact the scientists have wise-
ly recommended against this so that the gene pool is not damaged by another bottleneck.  Carrier ponies 
can be safely bred to non-carriers without risk.  But in reality, some carrier stallions have been culled 
since even before the test existed if they sired a syndrome foal.  Thus, the fear is that the test itself is in-
advertently causing a more rapid elimination of carriers than might have occurred without the test, and 
thereby potentially narrowing of the gene pool.  That is, nowadays a colt can be found to be a carrier be-
fore he ever has a chance to be licensed and breed, whereas before his offspring quality (and its ability to 
survive) was the only real “test”!  These days such colts may never have a chance to be licensed at all, 
and we will thus never know what beneficial contribution they may have made to the breed.  This has 
also led some to believe that FIS test may be resulting in a reduction in the number of stallions licensed.  
There are numerous factors which have influenced not only the stallions licensed annually, but also the 
number of ponies registered.  Figure 1 shows a timeline of annual Fell Pony Society registrations and 
stallion licenses, and how these may (or may not) have been influenced by other variables.  One may no-
tice that there has been a rather dramatic decline in Fell pony registrations over the last few years, 
which are now at a level similar to when the Fell Pony was classified as “Endangered” by RBST.  Based 
on the timing of this decline, this is most likely related to the global recession (rather than FIS testing).  
However, thus far a definite change or trend in stallion licensing related to FIS testing is not apparent.  
(Since the test came out in early 2010, only 2012 actually showed a decline in stallion licenses, following 
all-time highs in 2010 and 2011.  See Fig 2, which is a magnified view of the stallion license graph in-
cluded in Fig. 1).  One may also note the multiple potential genetic bottlenecks over time related to Stal-
lion Premiums, World Wars, Travelling Stallions, and the Stallion Enclosure Scheme (as illustrated in 
Fig 1). Thankfully the gene pool was probably saved by the subsequent Inspection/Grading Up Scheme.  
With the Stud Book having since then been closed, another genetic bottleneck (caused by FIS) would be 
devastating to the gene pool, and we must be very careful to avoid this.   

 FIS can be readily managed with judicious use of the FIS Test, reducing or eliminating the dis-
ease incidence in most cases.  For breed conservation, breeding decisions should focus on breed type and 
quality, with carrier status regarded as but one of many traits assessed in making such decisions.  
Thinking about it another way, if one had 2 breeding ponies with the same exact fault, would you breed 

Figure 2: 



Don’t forget to keep track of all of your points this year, and turn them in by the deadline!  They are due 
no later than November 15, 2013. See our website for more details!  www.fpsna.org 
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them together, realizing the risk of the fault in the offspring may be amplified?   That is, in breeding 
one usually tries to pair animals that complement each other, rather than those that may exagger-
ate one another’s faults.  Likewise, one really has to think carefully about breeding carrier to carrier 
and decide if the potential benefits outweigh the risk (which in this case could be lethal).  On the 
other hand, breeding a carrier to a non-carrier should never be an issue at all, as there is absolutely 
no risk to the foal!  Indeed, quality ponies should not be eliminated just because they are carriers, 
any more than non-quality ponies should be retained for breeding because they are not carriers!  A 
sensible, long-term approach to FIS that has been suggested over the long-term (not short-term), 
that makes use of the FIS Test, is that with any quality carrier stallions, if they produce non-carrier 
sons (or daughters) of even better quality these may eventually replace them to carry on the blood-
lines.  Thus, no quality bloodlines are ever lost because of FIS, and in the long run the gene frequen-
cy will also decrease.  Remember that the gene frequency did not increase overnight and we cannot 
expect to safely reduce it quickly!    

 Lastly, one of the other points raised in the article was regarding the true prevalence of the 
FIS gene in the global Fell population, which could be as high as 49% (+/-, depending on sample bi-
as), but the true prevalence remains unknown.  There is a chance that the prevalence of the gene 
within the North American Fell population (currently estimated at 450) could be significantly differ-
ent than this.  With this in mind, Dr. E. Gus Cothran at Texas A&M University has been ap-
proached about this, and given that he already has a large number of Fell DNA samples previously 
collected for DNA-typing (for ID/parentage-testing), he was asked if he would be willing to do a ran-
dom sampling and FIS testing of these to determine FIS carrier prevalence in the North American 
Fell population.  (Of course all individual pony results would be kept confidential.)  He has agreed to 
try to do this (hopefully sometime this fall), and we hope if additional samples or information is 
needed for this study we can count on your support. 

 Thus, FIS Testing is a valuable tool available to Fell Pony breeders, which can be performed 
at the Animal Health Trust in the UK or at Texas A&M University in the USA.  It is routinely sug-
gested for breeding animals if carrier status is unknown.  It may also be particularly helpful when 
there is a planned breeding to a known carrier, so that the breeder may be fully-informed of FIS risk 
when making breeding decisions.  The test can also be used to determine if potentially at-risk new-
born foals have inherited FIS, even before any symptoms develop.  However, the test should not be 
misused, such as to simply identify carriers so that they can be eliminated from the breeding stock, 
as this will cause deleterious restriction of the gene pool.  In addition, FIS Testing may allow breed-
ers to avoid carrier-carrier breedings, thereby eradicating FIS disease-related deaths.  Both breed 
conservation as well as animal welfare have to be considered when dealing with a lethal gene like 
FIS, and hopefully, with successful management, the Fell breed type we know today will survive!                       

                                                                                                                                                               MJG 
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News from the Empire State:  New York 
 

Angel Meadow Farm had a very exciting start to our 2013 season. We welcomed 
the birth of our first baby!  On April 15th  Stonecreek Sapphire gave birth to a  
beautiful black colt we named Angelmeadow Shandy Sorenson.  Shandy’s dad 
is the handsome ApplebyFair Maximus owned by Lisa Kyer. We named Shandy in honor of our dear 
friend Karen Sorenson who lost her battle with 
cancer the same day Shandy was born. He has 
been so much fun to work with!  He is smart, 
brave and very independent already!  We look for-
ward to watching him grow! 
 
Show season has begun for Stonecreek Lily and 
Cailin Sanford. They braved the elements at Dres-
sage at Saratoga where it rained for three days & 
three nights!!  Lily loved the mud  with a score of 
74.6 in training level 3!! They have already quali-
fied for Region 8 for Training Level and we are 
also showing 1rst Level.  Great start to the season 
ladies! 

  

I hope everyone has a great summer playing with 
your ponies! 
 

 Anita Castricone 

 Angel Meadow Farm  

 Ballston Spa, NY 

 

Cailin and Lily 

Gracie Ruzzo and Shandy 
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News from the Green Mountain State:  Vermont 
Greetings from Vermont Firefly Farm! 

As always, we have been busy here at Firefly Fells!  We're getting ready to put on a 
week-long, medieval camp for kids, entitled "Knights' Horsemanship and Train-
ing".  We'll be using our Fell Ponies to tilt at quin-
tains and other assorted activities.  We have also 
just purchased a vintage 3 ft.' sickle bar mower 
made by Adriance Platt and Co. from the end of 
the 19th century, which has been restored and is 
in good working condition (see photo).  We plan to 
eventually mow our 6-acre field with the horses, 
first singly and 
then with a 
team.  Laura 
Hamilton has 
also been teach-
ing beginner 
driving clinics, 
using one of our 
Fell Pony mares, 
Laurelhighland 
English Rose, 
aka Chloe.  In 
other news, an-
other of our 
mares, Regal 
Spring Storm, 
aka Esther, suf-
fered an anaphy-
lactic reaction to 
a rabies vac-
cine.  Fortunate-
ly, the vet was 
right there and 
was able to ad-
minister an epi-
nephrine shot, 
but then Esther 
suffered some 
"tying up" and 
had to be kept on an IV drip for five days, plus bags of ice on 
her feet to prevent laminitis.  She is now back to her normal 
self, but it was quite the ordeal.  Esther's daughter, Firefly 
Morning Star, has just turned two, and is turning out to be a 
lovely lady. 

All The Best, 

Laura Hamilton & John Aberth  

Roxbury, Vermont 

Laura and Esther 

Laura and Chloe 
John and Laurelhighland 

Cracker Jack 

Laura and Morning 
Star 
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News from the Golden State:  California 
 

Minnie (Newfarm Minneola) is good for all levels, so all three of us Loeffler 
"girls" get to ride her. Victoria and Minnie do arena work and shows. For Isa-
bel she provides comfort and confidence just like a steady therapy horse, 
and with me she is the perfect companion at clinics as well as a super trail companion as is sure-footed 
and brave on the trail.  

Minnie is such a great pony and it is such a pleasure to see 
the improvements she is making in the riding arena.   Victoria 
and Minnie are gearing up for two camps this summer. At last 
year's Pony Club summer camp, Minnie's mane was the "Main 
Attraction" and a picture of her braided locks was used in the 
Pony Club National Quiz test on different types of braids! 

  

 Have a wonderful summer! 

  Eva Loeffler 

Isabel and Minnie 

Minnie and Eva 

Victoria and Minnie 

Minnie  
is a       

wonderful 
“family” 

pony! 



News from the Centennial State:  Colorado 
Footing Sense and Hardness Lessons 
 

Even after thirteen years of stewardship, I continue to love learning about 
the Fell Pony breed.  This spring, my most interesting lesson was about foot-
ing sense.  I was riding my nine year old 
mare Restar Mountain Shelley III all win-
ter, and when it came to early spring we 
dealt with ice when the snow started to melt.  
A long-time Cumbrian breeder had shared 
with me that one of the reasons that breed-
ers need to return to fell-bred herds for 
breeding stock was ‘footing sense,’ and Shel-
ley showed me exactly what the breeder 
meant.  Compared to other (non-Fell) ponies 
I have ridden, Shelley was very smart about 
what line to take across a patch of ice.  She 
would sometimes lower her head to make a 
closer inspection of the footing, something 
the long-time breeder said ponies with foot-
ing sense do.   

 

My lesson about Fell Pony hardiness came 
when Shelley’s grandson arrived in January.  
Sometimes we can have beautiful winter 
weather in January.  Unfortunately that wasn’t the case when Willowtrail Winter Dare was born; his 
mother chose the first of four days with lows below twenty below Fahrenheit.  Darry impressed us 
mightily by being unfazed by the weather. 

 

Shortly after Darry arrived, we brought a puppy into our family.  Wil-
liam’s litter was named “The Royal Herd” with litter mates named Harry, 
Charles, Elizabeth and Katherine, so when we were told that William was 
available, with our British pony connection, it was clear he was the right 
puppy to join us.  To keep him safe when he was very little, I had to carry 
William through the pony paddocks as I was doing chores.  I didn’t want 
to give up my rides on Shelley, though, so William began riding with me.  
Shelley accommodated the squirming addition amazingly well.  In the last 
few days I’ve learned of the passing of one of Shelley’s breeders, so I am 
especially thankful to have this mare in my life to continue to teach me 
what is possible with these ponies. 

 

Wishing you all the best for the summer and fall from Willowtrail 
Farm. 

Jenifer Morrissey, Willowtrail Farm, Gould, Colorado 
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Shelley also impressed me this past winter when she accepted a 
squirming puppy as a rider.  Copyright Jenifer Morrissey, 2013. 

After discovering Shelley’s footing 
sense, it was a pleasure to let her 
choose a path across treacherous 
spring footing.  Copyright Jenifer 

Morrissey, 2013.  



News from the Evergreen State:  Washington 
 

Greetings! 

  

There has been a lot of excitement and good news for mums and babies.  We 
had three lovely healthy fillies this 
year.  The first filly is Moonlit Violet 
Rose, out of Laurelhighland Shimmer 
and by Lunesdale Mercury.  She is a 
very confident and spunky little gal.  Looks 
like she is remaining black, even though 
she has two grey parents.  We just love her 
to pieces.  The second foal is Moonlit 
Stargazer Lily.  She is out of Green-
holme Viv and by Brackenbank Roma-
ny's Prince.  This filly has a beautiful 
star, and is already turning grey.  Lily is a 
quiet and very sweet filly.  The last filly is 
Moonlit Brier Rose.  She is out of 
Dreamhayven Daphne Jane and by 
Brackenbank Romany's Prince.  She 
was born at her new owner's home, and 
they are having fun watching her play 
with the goats and speed around. 

  

The two ridden ponies have been busy im-
proving their dressage, 
doing drill team, and 
trail riding.  Apple 
(Newfarm Apple Blos-
som) and Louie 
(Moonlit King Louie) 
recently went on a 3 
hour trail ride through 
the mountains.  Both 
were rock solid and a 
great joy to be with. 
  

 
Elise Miller 

Moonlit Fell Pony Farm 

Snohomish, Washington 
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Apple and Louie 

Elise, Viv, and Stargazer Lily 

Elise, Violet Rose, and Shimmer 
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News from the Keystone State:  Pennsylvania 
You can see from the photos why I seem to have developed a few more 
grey hairs lately. . . My dear daughter Lauren, 13, who has been around 
Fell Ponies since she was born, has been having a lot of fun with her pony, 
Laurelhighland Sapphire . . . But sometimes too much fun!  When she 
and her friend said they were going for a “little ride”, I had no idea they 
meant they were going to jump 3’ 6” barefoot 
and bareback!  Not exactly what they have 
been taught about safety (ahem!), but at 
least they had their helmets on!   The girls 
took videos and photos of each other  
(including those below of Lauren) which 
they showed to me later.  Thankfully, Sap-
phire took great care of both young riders 
and cleared the jump several times with 
each.  I must admit Lauren’s skill amazed 
me—it seems like yesterday she was riding 
around in a backpack on my back while I 
took care of ponies when she was just a ba-
by.  She’s come such a long way! 

 

Meanwhile, Janelle (11) started off the show 
season being sidelined with a broken foot 
(not from riding barefoot but from gymnas-

tics!  It is always something, isn’t it. . .?!)  
She made it to horse camp recently but it 
doesn’t look like she will get to do much 
if any showing this year.  Lauren is also 
spending much more time simply enjoy-
ing her pony rather than going to many 
shows this summer, which is fine with 
me.  I just pray the girls can enjoy their 
ponies and still stay safe!!!  But Lauren 
says not to worry because Sapphire “has 
a back like a big, comfy couch” (!), and 
she“always takes good care of [her]”!  On 
that I would have to agree! 

 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

Laurel Highland Farm &                      
Equine Services, LLC 

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

          Lauren and Sapphire 
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News from the Show-Me State:  Missouri 
Show-Me Fell Ponies! 

  

It’s been a busy first half of the year here at Kimberlake Farm. We 
started in February with a booth and riding demon-
strations at the Equifest of Kansas. We took three 
ponies this year: Kimberlake Gabriel, our 6-year-
old stallion; Kimberlake Windermere Grey, a 5-
year-old gelding; and Kimberlake Angel, a 6-year-
old mare. Gabriel performed daily for the crowds 
during the Stallion Review. Windy and Angel, ridden 
by myself and my young cousin, Carly Kempf, per-
formed with a group called the Feathered Friends. 
This is a performance group comprised of feathered 
breeds from the British Isles, including Gypsy, 
Clydesdale, Shire, and Drum Horses. The spectators 
enjoyed seeing these rare breeds in action! 

 

In March, Angel and Stonecreek Magic Minstrel 
traveled to their new “Sweet Home” in Alabama. 
Magic and Angel, sire and daughter, had been driv-
ing as singles at expositions for several years, with 
Angel performing in local Missouri combined driving 
events. It was new owner Linda Eagerton’s dream to 
drive her own pair of Fells in competition. In May, 
acclaimed driving champion Muffy Seaton of South 
Carolina put the pair together. Congratulations, Lin-
da on a dream soon to come true!  

 

My husband Paul and I brought three Fells 
home from the mountains of Cortez, Colora-
do in late April. Royalcrest Ariel, a 5-year
-old mare, Royalcrest Apollo, a 7-year-old 
gelding, and Royalcrest Justice, also a 7-
year-old gelding, made the 1,300 mile trip 
across the plains to their new home in Mis-
souri. Ariel has happily joined our brood-
mare band, while the ‘boys’ have started 
school. They have completed their ground-
work and just this week started driving as a 
pair. I plan to have them ready for the Sep-
tember 2013 CDE at Longview Lake in 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri. 

 

Muffy, Linda, Angel and Magic 

Carly, Windy, Kimber and Angel 
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Happy Retirements! 
 
The FPSNA Council would like to take this opportunity to wish 
Miss Mary Longsdon MBE a “Happy Retirement” as she steps 
down as FPS Chairman, following 10 years of service.  We very 
much appreciated Mary’s support for FPSNA and Overseas Mem-
bers of FPS over the past decade.  We are also glad that Mary will 
remain a part of the FPS Council! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would also like to wish Mrs. Elizabeth Parkin 
the best as she retires as FPS Secretary, and we 
thank her for all of her help over the years.   

  Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

  Chairman, FPSNA, Inc. 

Retirement gathering for Mrs. Elizabeth Parkin:  (Pictured left to 
right)  Former FPS Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Parkin; FPS 

Chairman, Mrs. Eileen Walker; FPS Secretary, Mrs. Katherine 
Wilkinson; Former FPS Chairman, Miss Mary Longsdon MBE   

(Photo courtesy of FPS) 

Miss Mary Longsdon riding Bewcastle Boy Blue (in 
front of “The Packhorse Inn”).  Photo (previously 
published in the Fell Pony Express) courtesy of   

Mary Longsdon MBE  

Last but not least; Carly Kempf and Windy have 
been working hard all year in Pony Club. They 
qualified for the Midwest USPC championship, 
held August 6-10 at the American Royal in Kansas 
City Missouri. Although we taught Windy to jump 
barrels as part of his groundwork, I have to give 
Carly all the credit for teaching him to go over the 
poles. Great Job Carly! 

 

Kimber Bishop 

New Franklin, Missouri 

 

Carly and Windy 
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Angel Meadow Farm 
Anita Castricone 
491 Devils Lane 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Phone:  518-885-9677 
angelmeadowfells@aol.com 
  
 
Braeberry Farm 
Cheryl & Richard Dutton 
732 N. S-Low Road 
Seal Rock, Oregon 97376 
Phone: 541-563-6353 
www.braeberry.com   
Email: info@braeberry.com 
 
 
Chanhassen Farm 
Megan Elisha Tong 
11 Spear Street 
Charlotte, Vermont 
Phone:  972-658-7537 
www.chanhassenfarm.com   
Email:  offbeatparadigm@gmail.com  
 
 
Dream Hayven Farm LLC 
Melissa Kreuzer 
Lafayette, Tennessee 
Cell: 262-355-6322 
www.dreamhayven.com 
Email: info@dreamhayven.com 
 
 
Fell Legend Farm 
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner 
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 
www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com         
 
 
Glen Ridge Farm 
Kevin B. Tarsagian 
290 Frank Coelho Drive 
Portsmouth, RI, 02908 
Phone:  401-529-4427 
E-mail:   
glenridgfarm@me.com 
 
 

KimberLake Farm 
Kimber Bishop                         
329 County Road 459 
New Franklin, Missouri 65274 
Phone: 660-537-4020  
www.kimberlake.com   
Email: kimberlake-
farm@gmail.com   
 
 
Lady Bug Stables Fell Ponies 
Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell  
193 Brayton Road  
Tiverton, Rhode Island, 02878                    
Phone: 401-418-2106                                
Email: LBstables1@gmail.com 
 
 
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine  
Services LLC                  
Edward T. Earley, DVM                                    
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD                                   
546 Lehman Drive                                                         
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                     
Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm                                              
Elise Miller  
21412 107th ST SE                                                            
Snohomish, Washington  98290 
Phone: 360-863-2710  
www.moonlitfellponies.com 
Email: moolitfellponies@hotmail.com 
 
North Country Farm  
David and Nancy Haylett 
163 N. Fiske Road 
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036  
Phone: 517-278-5724                        
or 517-819-8188 
www.northcountrystables.com 
Email: nhaylett163@yahoo.com  
  
SouthMoore Farms 
Kimberly Rojan 
1041 Scott Rd,                                                                   
Coldwater, Missouri, 38618  
Phone : 901-212-2034  
Email : mokr@bellsouth.net  
 
 
Vermont Firefly Farm 
Laura Hamilton & Dr. John Aberth 
Figure 8 Riding 
2074 West Hill Road 
Roxbury, Vermont 05669 
Phone: 802-485-8876 
www.fireflyfellponies.com  
Email: laurah.firefly@gmail.com  
 
 
 

FPSNA  
Breeders 

www.fpsna.org 

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in 
the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.   
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Fell Pony Express  
Classified Ad Prices 

 
For FPSNA Members Only 

 
1/8 page:  $15         1/4 page:  $30  

1/2 page  -   $50           Full page  -  $75  
 

All ads include a free classified ad on the website for the 
calendar year, including one photo with contact infor-
mation, which will also be distributed at FPSNA-
sanctioned promotional events during the year.  All ads 
are full-color and will be displayed for  the current cal-
endar year in The Fell Pony Express. 
 

Submit ads to newsletter@fpsna.org 

Color logo sweatshirt sizes available:  
M and L.  
Price:  $35  
(includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
 
 
  
High quality Hanes Beefy T 100% Cotton T-shirts with 
FPSNA logo available in two styles: 
 
Black logo on stonewashed blue shirt:  Sizes 
available: M, L, XL  Price:  $20 (includes ship-
ping within U.S.) 
 
Color logo on ash shirt.  Sizes available: M                   
Price:  $22 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
 

 
FPSNA Color Logo V-Neck Tee:  High-quality 
Sport-Tek Dri-Mesh Ladies V-Neck T-Shirt in 
steel grey with FPSNA Color Logo. 3.5-ounce, 
100% polyester double mesh; Sizes available: M, 
L, and XL. Price:  $35 (includes shipping within 
U.S.) 
 
 
Full color "I Love Fell Ponies" Bumper Sticker with image of 
Fell Pony and FPSNA 
logo. Approx. size 11" W 
X 3" H. Price:  $15 
(includes shipping within 
U.S.) 
 
 
FPSNA/FPS Color Logo Decal, designed 
to display on inside of car window, facing 
outward. Approx. size 4 3/4 " X 4 3/4 ". 
Note: Background is transparent (not white).   
Price:  $15 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
 
Full color “I Love Fell Ponies” 
Mug:  ceramic 10 oz. mug with 
image of Fell Pony and FPSNA 
logo.   Price:  $19 (includes ship-
ping within U.S.) 
 
FPSNA Enamel Color Logo Pin with butter fly 
clutch. Pin measures approx. 1" W X 5/8" H.  
Price:  $12 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
 

Please contact info@fpsna.org first  
for all current item availability, or for shipping quote to out-

side the continental United States. 
 

Make checks payable to: FPSNA, Inc. and mail  to:   
FPSNA, Inc., c/o Lisa Lindholm,  

2626 Diane Lane, Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746 

 Or order online with Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org  
All proceeds go to FPSNA to help defray business costs.   

Thank you! 

 
Willowtrail Farm 
Jenifer Morrissey 
PO Box 1034 
Walden, Colorado 80480 
Phone: 970-723-4316 
www.fellponiescolorado.com  
Email: workponies@frii.com 

FPSNA  
Breeders 
(continued) 

2007 Black Mare:  Fanicon Mya FP5435*:    Mya is by 
Champion Fell Pony Stallion Waverhead Model IV and her 
dam imported . Has her sire's movement and would do well 
in the show ring. Dam was an accomplished driving pony 
also. Brave, smart and athletic, Best suited for the experi-

enced horse person who would like to compete or just 
ride/drive, as she wants to be in 
the middle of things but is not 

necessarily a pet-type pony.  She 
loves an adventure. Has had 

round pen, obstacle work and has 
been saddled. 13.2 solid black 

Contact Kathy Weybright (Texas) 
at equinearound@yanoo.com or 

830-388-9339 

FPSNA MERCHANDISE  
Order online at www.fpsna.org 

 High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo 
embroidered in color or black.  These sweat-
shirts are heavyweight (10 oz.) crews in ash 
(light gray color).  Black logo sweatshirt sizes 
available: M, L, and XL. Price:  $30 (includes 
shipping within U.S.)    



Laurelhighland Union Jack                                
FP71428C*; License No. FP618** Black; Foaled 2009; 13.2 
hh  

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

546 Lehman Drive                
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

17728                
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                
www.laurelhighland.com                

Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 
Laurelhighland Romany Boy 
FP7043C*; License No. FP415, Black; Foaled 2004; 13.2 hh 

Fell Legend Farm  
P.O. Box 31 

Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 

www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 

 
 

  
*Littletree Bodini 
FP51308C*; License No. FP338**, Brown, Foaled 2002 

Dreamhayven Farm Fell Ponies LLC 
Melissa Kreuzer 

N1101 County Road HH 
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040 

Cell: 262-355-6322 
www.dreamhayven.com 

Email: info@dreamhayven.com 
  
 
 
 

 
*Lunesdale Mercury 
 FP50926C*; License No. FP306R** Grey; Foaled 1999; 13.0 hh 

North Country Farm 
David and Nancy Haylett 

163 N. Fiske Road 
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036 

Phone: 517-278-5724                
or 517-819-8188 

www.northcountrystables.com 
Email:  nhaylett163@yahoo.com 
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*Brackenbank Romany’s Prince 
FP70597G*, License No. FP446**, Black, Foaled 2005; 13.2hh 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

Drs. Edward T. Earley, DVM & 
MJ Gould-Earley, MD  

546 Lehman Drive                                                         
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                   

Email:     
info@laurelhighland.com 

 
Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall 
FP50964C*, License No. FP296R, Black, Foaled 1999; 13.0 
hh 

Fell Legend Farm  
P.O. Box 31 

Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 

www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 

 

 
 *Guards Apollo 
 FP70295C*; License No. FP387**, Black; Foaled 2003 

Willowtrail Farm 
PO Box 1034 

Walden, Colorado 80480 
Phone: 970-723-4316 

www.fellponiescolorado.com  
Email: workponies@frii.com 

  
  

*Hinter 
20030241, License No. FP527, Black, Foaled 2003; 13.0 hh 

Glen Ridge Farm 
Kevin B. Tarsagian 

290 Frank Coelho Drive 
Portsmouth, RI, 02908 
Phone:  401-529-4427 

www.GlenRidgeFarm.com 
E-mail:  tsgn@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

 

FPSNA  
Licensed Stallions 

www.fpsna.org 

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.   
Note that stallions breeding via artificial insemination must possess a valid FPS A.I. Permit in addition to the Stallion License.  

DNA-testing with parentage verification is also required for foals bred by AI.  Please see FPS A.I. regulations for more information. 

* Imported;   **Has AI permit (per owner);                  
Note: Heights listed are per owner                  
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A Humbling           
Experience 

This book chronicles the author’s 
first seven years learning about 
and experiencing the Fell Pony.  
Through more than forty stories 
and over one hundred full color 
photographs, Morrissey touches 
on breed history and conserva-
tion, natural horsemanship, sustainable agriculture, and 
draft power.   Stunning photography from the mountains of 
Colorado and the fells of Cumbria portray the many ponies 
that have crossed the author’s path so far. Available from the 
author at workponies@frii.com or at www.amazon.com.  

2012 Black Colt:  Laurelhighland Jack of          
Diamonds is a stunning solid jet black colt with great 
conformation and move-

ment, and should make an 
excellent riding, driving 

and/or stud prospect.  For 
more information, contact 

Laurel Highland Farm 
(Pennsylvania) at                          
570-320-0254 or            

info@laurelhighland.com. 
Additional photos and in-

formation about our ponies for sale can also be found at 
http://www.laurelhighland.com/sales.htm  

A friendly reminder to all breeders and stallion own-
ers:  The Fell Pony Society has regulations regarding 
the use of artificial insemination.  Stallions must have not 
only a license but also an AI permit.  Stallion and 
mare owners are advised to review all rules, and check 
with FPS for any changes/updates to these rules, BE-
FORE breeding.  The most current version of these regu-
lations are reproduced below as a reference.  If you have 
questions, please contact our registry, the Fell Pony Soci-
ety (UK). 
 

The Fell Pony Society  
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION REGULATIONS  

The following regulations govern the entry of pure-bred 
foals got by artificial insemination into the Stud Book of 
the Fell Pony Society:  
1 Stallions must be registered, licensed and DNA tested 
in accordance with the FPS Regulations governing stal-
lion licensing and the owner of the stallion must be a 
member of the Society.  
2 Mares must be registered and DNA tested prior to or at 
the time of insemination and the owner of the mare must 
be a member of the Society.  
3 The stallion will be issued with a permit from the Socie-
ty at a prescribed fee; the Society having the right to re-
scind that permit where necessary at any time.  
4 The mare owner participating in an AI program must 
return to the Society details of semen used within 28 
days.  
5 The following forms must be completed:  
FORM A Certificate of Collection of Semen  
Collection of semen must be under veterinary or suitably 
qualified supervision and certified by the veterinary sur-
geon or qualified person and the owner on the Society's 
„Certificate of Collection of Semen‟ form (to accompany 
the semen in the Equitainer).  
FORM B Insemination Certificate (stating)  
i) Veterinary certified confirmation of the insemination 
dates and name of inseminator.  
ii) Registered name of mare and registration number.  
iii) If chilled/fresh semen, signed label by veterinary sur-
geon stating registered name of donor stallion. If frozen 
semen, code number of collector and code number of 
straws.  
iv) Where the insemination was carried out.  
 
Form B must be signed by a veterinary surgeon and 
stamped with the practice address.  
6 Please ensure that:  
a) Form A is completed by the veterinary surgeon or suit-
ably qualified person and accompanies the semen in the 
Equitainer.  
b) Form B is handed to the mare owner for completion by 
a veterinary surgeon.  
Completed Forms A and B must accompany the applica-
tion to register the foal with the Fell Pony Society.  
7 The resulting live foal must be DNA and parentage test-
ed before registration.                           (Revised May 2007) 

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin 
FP70241*; License No. FP410, Black; Foaled 2003; 13.2 hh 

Black Pony Farm                                              
John Rutledge          

26505 Rd N 
Cortez, Colorado, 81321                                                                  

Phone: 951-662-4143 
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com  

www.blackponyfarm.com 

 
*Waverhead Model IV 
  FP51000C*; License No. FP289R**, Black; Foaled 1999; 13.3 hh 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

Drs. Edward T. Earley, DVM & MJ 
Gould-Earley, MD  
546 Lehman Drive                                                         

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                     

Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 
 

* Imported;   **Has AI permit (per owner);                  
Note: Heights listed are per owner                      



The Fell Pony Society of North America, 
Inc. (FPSNA), was the first Registered 
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society 
(FPS) (UK) anywhere in the world.  
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell 
pony organization in North America and 
was established in 2001 with the support of 
the majority of Fell owners and breeders in 
North America.  We were legally incorpo-
rated in January 2002 as a federally-
recognized public charity under Section 
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code..  
 
Our mission is to promote and preserve 
the Fell pony breed in North America  

in ways that are consistent with the  
rules and regulations of FPS.   

 
All FPSNA breeders are members-in-good-
standing with our registry, FPS, through 
which all of our foals are registered and 
stallions are licensed for  breeding. 
 

The Fell Pony Society  
of North America, Inc. 

c/o Lisa Lindholm, General Secretary 

2626 Diane Lane 
Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746 

218-263-5217   info@fpsna.org 

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org 

Next newsletter 
deadline: 

 

November 1, 2013 
 

newsletter@fpsna.org 

Published twice a year,  
summer and winter. 

(Our yawning Fell model is 
Doobie (Mustahevonen 
Debut),  courtesy of 
Roxanne Dimyan) 

 

All contents and photographs in  
The Fell Pony Express  

are © FPSNA, Inc. 2013,  
unless otherwise specified herein. 

Got Wings?   
(Yes, Fell Ponies Can Fly!) 

Photo of Laurelhighland Blossom courtesy of Jessica Viveiros O’Donnell 


