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Important Reminder 
To Breeders  
from FPS: 

 
ALL FOALS MUST be  

MICROCHIPPED prior to  
registration!  Foals should be reg-
istered in their year of birth and 

registration forms MUST include 
VETERINARY PRACTICE 
STAMP with practice name/

address!   
Foals registered AFTER  

DECEMBER 1 in the year of 
birth will cost DOUBLE  
REGISTRATION FEES!   

Additional Late Fees also apply if 
foal is not registered during the 

year of birth.   
Please register foals promptly!  

Also please note that              
ALL MICROCHIPS MUST BE 
15-digit ISO 11784-compliant 

(e.g., Destron-Fearing LifeChip or 
equivalent) OR REGISTRATION  
CANNOT BE PROCESSED (per 

DEFRA in the UK!) 

FPSNA  BROCHURE!   

Download a copy online at  

www.fpsna.org 

On the Cover: 
Balmoral Insch (pictured as a 3-year-
old at The Royal Paddocks, Hampton 

Court), owned and bred by             
HM Queen Elizabeth II                     

(Photo: © MJ Gould-Earley 2011)  

www.fpsna.org 
 

At the FPSNA web site 
you can: 

 

• Fill out online membership for 
FPSNA and FPS 

 

• Make payment by PayPal using 
your credit card for membership and 
fundraising items (shirts, bumper 
stickers, pins and more!) 

 

• Read back issues of 
      The Fell Pony Express 
 

Email:  info@fpsna.org   

Upcoming  
FPSNA Events 

 
Equine Affaire 

November 8-11, 2012 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

 
Please contact Anita Castricone if you 

are interested in participating in the 
FPSNA Equine Affaire exhibit! 

 
FPSNA-Sponsored Awards Programs: 

 
Be sure to enroll your ponies now! 

 
Performance Premium & Awards        

Program 2012 
 

USDF All-Breeds Awards 2012 
 

www.fpsna.org/awards.htm 

Check it out:  “Members Only” 
section at www.fpsna.org! 

• Performance Premium & Awards Pro-
gram Form 
• Exhibition Policy 
• Back issues of The Fell Pony Express 

 
Note:  Unique user name and password 

are provided with membership.          
Contact info@fpsna.org for more  

information!  

Message from FPSNA Chairman   

 
 It is my honor and great pleasure to dedicate this special issue 
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, in celebration of Her Majesty’s Dia-
mond Jubilee.  Serving as monarch for six decades is a feat that has only 
been accomplished once before—by Her Majesty’s great-great grand-
mother, Her Late Majesty Queen Victoria.  Both shared a tremendous 
love for the countryside and animals, including ponies!  But Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II is not only one of the longest-reigning monarchs of 
all time, she is also the longest-reining monarch ever (pun intended!), 
having been an equestrian now for more than 80 years. . . and counting!   
 
 We hope Her Majesty has enjoyed the special Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations held in her honor this year.  Her tireless public service has 
inspired so many around the world!  And yet, somehow, on another lev-
el, an obscure, shaggy breed from the hills of Cumbria has connected 
pony lovers from all walks of life.  As Fell pony enthusiasts, we are es-
pecially blessed by Her Majesty’s support and kindness, and for all she 
has done for the breed.  We wish her a safe and joyful Jubilee year!  God 
bless The Queen! 
 
Best Wishes, 
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
Chairman, FPSNA, Inc.   

Mary Jean with 9-month-old filly,                  
Laurelhighland Lilibet II, named in honor of Her Majesty            

(Photo by my niece, Emily Brindley!) 
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Here’s the crew … Your FPSNA Council & Staff 

Chairman and       
FPS/FPSNA Branch Representative:                               
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 
546 Lehman Drive 
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728 
570-320-0254 
mj@laurelhighland.com 
 
General Secretary:  Lisa Lindholm 
2626 Diane Lane 
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746 
218-263-5217    
info@fpsna.org 
 
Treasurer:   
Kristen Staehling 
5333 O’Kelly Drive,  
Suffolk, Virginia 23437 
757-651-4601 
n2petstoo@juno.com  
 
Council Member-at-Large:   
Beth Dawson 
P.O. Box 549 
El Prado, New Mexico, 87529 
575-779-1520 
redwillowfells@yahoo.com   

Zone 3 

Zone 4 
Zone 2 

Zone 1 

FPSNA Council Regional Representatives 
     Zone 1:  Mary Jean Gould-Earley  
     Zone 2:  Kristen Staehling  
     Zone 3:  Rene' Bender  
     Zone 4:  Beth Dawson 
     Zone 5 - Canada:   Karen MacPhee 

Council Member-at-Large:   
Karen MacPhee 
37149 Hwy 2 
Coleman RR# 3                 
Prince Edward Island         
COB-1H0  Canada 
(902) 859-2468                    
diamondsun@pei.aibn.com 

Vice Chairman &  
Executive Secretary:   
René Bender 
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, California 95648 
916-205-7103 
felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 
 

FPSNA Promotions Director: 
Nancy Weiss 
P.O. Box 577 
Malibu, California, 90265 
310-456-4180 
promotions@fpsna.org 

Lisa Lindholm 

René Bender 

Beth Dawson 

Kristen Staehling 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley 

 

Have you renewed your 
2012  

membership? 
 

It is not too late! 
 

(This also applies to the annual 
Breeders and Stallions lists.) 

 
Go to www.fpsna.org  

   to print out a form or apply online. 
Overseas enthusiasts are also             

welcome to subscribe to                        
The Fell Pony Express! 

Megan Elisha Tong 
Megan Tong 

Webmaster:                                   
Megan Elisha Tong 
11 Spear Street 
Charlotte, Vermont 
972-658-7537                      
webmaster@fpsna.org 
 

Karen MacPhee 
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From Your Secretary 
 
Happy Spring and summer to our members and their ponies!  On behalf of the FPSNA Council, I want 
to thank you for your loyal support of our society and your renewals for 2012 — memberships, stallion 
and breeder listings.  Also, thank you to all who signed up for our Performance Premium Awards Pro-
gram! Good luck to all of our members who are showing this season! 

 

I want to remind everyone that when they pay online for anything — memberships, listings, merchan-
dise, or whatever you use PayPal for — you must make sure you state what the payment is for on Pay-
Pal as I do not always have this information.  In addition, when you complete a form, don’t forget to fol-
low through and make the payment.  Some memberships came through and I had to remind folks to go 
back and pay with PayPal. That gets time consuming and confusing as you really need to redo the whole 
membership and I have to go back and delete the old one.  So, make sure you pay at the time you fill out 
forms, and make sure you describe what your payment is for. 

 

I am sure I speak for all of us on this side of pond who are proud members of the Fell Pony Society of 
North America, when I wish our Patron of the Fell Pony Society, HM Queen Elizabeth II, a hearty con-
gratulations on this year marking her Diamond Jubilee on the throne.  

 

Have a great summer everyone! 

 

Lisa Lindholm, FPSNA Secretary, info@fpsna.org  

Hello Pony Lovers, 
 
2012 Event News 

With your help I will be able to promote local events and happenings.  Let's share the news with all the 
members. Please write to promotions@fpsna.org with any event information you come across.  Thanks! 
 
UPCOMING for 2013:  Pomona California Horse Expo  January 31-February 2  
It's been 6 months since we tried to represent our wonderful Fell Ponies at the only horse expo in South-
ern California.  Time was too short for us but the Horse Expo coordinators are looking forward to having 
us there with demos, booth and stall presence in 2013.  WANTED members to participate with de-
mos, booth help, talking to attendees about our breed at the stalls etc.  Entrance fee and car/trailer park-
ing will be free.  Volunteer for 1-3 days.  If you want to stay nearby I will get a nice group rate.  The $500 
booth fee will be shared by participating members.  A firm commitment will be appreciated a.s.a.p. Last 
year's volunteers please join me in 2013.  We'll make it a really memorable time!   

 
Nancy Weiss, PSNA Event Coordinator, promotions@fpsna.org  

Do you want to use our booth materials 
and/or represent the Fell Pony and 

FPSNA at an exhibition?   

Please see FPSNA’s Exhibition Policy                              
in the  Members Only section of  

www.fpsna.org,  

 or contact promotions@fpsna.org  
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News from the Green Mountain State:  Vermont 

  

Everything EquineEverything Equine  
  

 We have had an exciting 
spring as we took two of our Fell 
ponies to Everything Equine Ver-
mont.  We had a booth in front of a 
stall which allowed us to teach and 
talk about the Fell pony, while the 
public got to get a good look at 
them.  We also did a introduction 
to driving demo and two acts in 
the evening Horsin' Around varie-
ty show; one was driving Lau-
relhighland English Rose and 
the other Laurelhighland 
Crackerjack playing with his 
new red ball.  We also taught 
about Vaulting, gymnastics on 
horseback, that we have been 
working on with our Fell Ponies.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Aberth (right) at the Fell Pony booth at “Everything Equine”. 

Crackerjack playing ball        
at the show 
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 Lastly, Firefly Morning Star, our first filly born on our farm, is going to be 1 year old in June!  
Check out more of our news and photos on Facebook at Figure 8 Riding, Vermont Firefly Farm, and 
Green Mountain Vaulters. 

 

Laura Hamilton & John Aberth 

Vermont Firefly Farm & Figure 8 Riding 

Roxbury, Vermont 

(Clockwise from right):  Laura and 
Crackerjack; practicing vaulting with 

Regal Spring Storm; and yearling filly, 
Morning Star 
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All The Queen’s PoniesAll The Queen’s Ponies  

  AND THE   

Balmoral Fell Pony StudBalmoral Fell Pony Stud                                 

By Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

Balmoral, which in Gaelic means “the majestic dwell-

ing”, was first described by Her Late Majesty Queen Victo-

ria, in her Leaves from the Journal of Our Life in the High-
lands, writing in 1848:   

“A pretty little castle in the Old Scottish style.  There is 
a picturesque tower and garden in front, with a high 
wooded hill; at the back there is wood down to the Dee; 

and the hills rise all around . . . To the left you look to-
wards the beautiful hills surrounding Lochnagar, and to 
the right towards Ballater, to the glen (or valley) along 
which the Dee winds, with beautiful wooded hills. . . It 
was so calm and so solitary, it did one good as one 
gazed around; and the pure mountain air was most re-
freshing.  All seemed to breathe freedom and peace, 
and to make one forget the world and its sad turmoils.” 1 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II with Carltonlima Emma and Bewcastle Boy Blue (in 2008).                                          
(Photo reproduced with kind permission from Her Majesty The Queen.) 

A Special Breeder’s Profile in Honor of Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee 
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The Late Prince Consort bought the estate for her, and 

built the stunning castle that we know today -- with all of its 

glorious towers --- set against the magnificent backdrop of 

the Scottish Highlands:   

“Every year my heart becomes more fixed in this 
dear Paradise, and much more so now that all has 
become my dearest Albert’s own creation, own 
work, own building, own laying out. . .” (Her Late 

Majesty Queen Victoria, 1856).2 

Almost 160 years later, Queen Victoria’s “Paradise” has 

been preserved through the stewardship of successive gen-

erations of the Royal Family, which for the last 60 years 

has been under the careful watch of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II.  Although the approximately 50,000-acre 

estate is privately-owned by The Queen, Balmoral is a 

working estate that includes farming, forestry, hunting, as 

well as other recreational activities that are open to the 

public during various times of the year.  While urbaniza-

tion and industrialization have overrun the countryside in 

many other parts of the British Isles, replacing what were 

once seemingly endless moorlands with buildings and fac-

tories and the like, there are but few places left truly un-

spoiled.  Fortunately, Balmoral remains an area where that 

peaceful countryside and old way of living may still exist - 

and indeed many old Victorian traditions remain, includ-

ing those involving horses.  Certainly Royal tradition has 

long held a place for horses -- as mounts for both the Sov-

ereign and the Cavalry, for drawing processional carriages, 

as well as for the “Sport of Kings” (horse racing) and other 

sporting pastimes.  But one may be surprised to also dis-

cover another tradition and strong affiliation between the 

monarchy and ponies that has survived for generations. At 

Balmoral, this began with the use of working ponies in 

Victorian times – a tradition which eventually led to the 

establishment of the Balmoral Fell Pony Stud by Her Maj-

esty Queen Elizabeth II.   

  Queen Victoria, like heirs that followed her, cher-

ished the countryside and the freedom that it brought, and 

she spent many happy days at Balmoral on the back of (or 

drawn behind) a pony.  She was still able to mount and 

ride a pony in 1892 when she was seventy-three years of 

age -- a feat which was almost unheard of in those days! 3 

The Late Princess Royal, Countess of Harewood (HRH The 
Princess Mary, daughter of King George V) with Linnel Fluff 

“behind the guns” at Sandringham.                                   
Photo reproduced from Roy B. Charlton’s A Lifetime With 

Ponies, (1944)  with kind permission from                              
Mr. Robert B. Charlton. 

Her Late Majesty Queen Victoria riding a Highland-type pony at 
Balmoral in 1868.  © National Portrait Gallery, London  
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Back then the Balmoral ponies – such as 

“Lochnagar”, “Victoria”, “Dobbins”, 

“Fyvie”, and “Inchrory” -- were believed to 

be local Scottish “Garrons”, similar to what 

we know today as Highland ponies.  In her 

Journal, Queen Victoria frequently extolled 

them: “I must pay a tribute to our ponies.  
Dear ‘Fyvie’ is perfection, and Albert’s is 
equally excellent” (1861).4   These ponies 

were used then – just as they are today – as 

“shooting” ponies and for deer stalking.  

They were also used for “expedition” sight-

seeing and picnicking, or what today one 

might call “pony trekking”.  Queen Victoria 

“had no inclination to handle a gun” ,5  but 

she enjoyed accompanying Prince Albert 

during hunting and sketching the wildlife 

and other scenes.   She was a keen sports-

woman and, after the death of the Prince, 

“no detail in the management of the forest 
was allowed to pass without her personal 
supervision”. 6 Agriculture, forestry, wildlife 

management and other improvements were 

priorities that Prince Albert had initiated at 

Balmoral, laying the foundation for a lasting 

legacy that continues to this day.   

Queen Victoria’s son, His Late 

Majesty King Edward VII (then Prince of 

Wales), who was also an avid sportsman, 

built the Sandringham Estate in Norfolk in 

1862, and this became another important 

site of agriculture, conservation, and sport-

ing activities in England.  Both he and his 

son that followed, His Late Majesty King 

George V, continued to keep some Highland 

ponies that were used at the estates.  They also 

bred registered Highland ponies at Balmoral, including 

Bell II 2060, foaled in 1909 (bred by King Edward VII), 

and Isle of Arran Bonnie Jean 4408, foaled in 1920 (bred 

by King George V).7  The earliest registered Highlands at 

Balmoral were mostly derived from stock from the West-

ern Islands (i.e., the small islands off the west coast of Scot-

land), particularly those from the Calgary Stud on the Isle 

of Mull.  Mull was also one of the last known strongholds 

of a breed akin to the Fell Pony — the legendary Scottish 

Galloway, before it was crossbred into oblivion.   

King George V must have ridden more than a few 

ponies in his day, since he played polo while serving as a 

young naval officer.8  Back in those days, of course, polo 

“ponies” were truly ponies.  It was actually this game that 

led to the development of the original Mountain & Moor-

land stud books, including both Fell and Highland, under 

the auspices of the Polo Pony Society, which later became 

known as the National Pony Society (“NPS”).   

King George V’s best-known pony was the High-

land Pony, Jock, foaled in 1921 at the Rosehaugh Stud.  

Jock was the King’s old shooting pony “who followed the 

His Late Majesty King George V’s favorite shooting pony “Jock”, led by The King’s 
Groom, Mr. French (who is riding Linnel Fluff), c. 1936. 



Page 10 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Spring/Summer 2012 

King around like a dog”. 9   Jock 

lived at Windsor but went with 

The King to Balmoral and San-

dringham whenever he went 

there.  He was so endeared by 

the King that Jock was led – sad-

dled and riderless - behind the 

funeral procession of his Master 

on his final trip from Sandring-

ham to the train station going to 

London.  It was a most poignant 

tribute of the unmistakable bond 

between a King and his pony.  

However, it was during his last 

few years of life that King 

George V first acquired regis-

tered Fell ponies.  In 1932, Lin-

nel Fluff 5624, a black filly with 

star and white hind heels, foaled 

in 1926 (Linnel Flirt 2916 X 

Linnel Moor Boy 1441), won 

1st and “Lord Arthur Cecil” Cup and 1st Produce Group 

and Reserve “Garnett” Cup at the National Pony Society’s 

London Spring Show.  Her breeder, Mr. Roy Blackett 

Charlton, regularly brought Fell ponies down to London 

for showing and given that the transfer of ownership was 

recorded to The King at around the same time, presuma-

bly that was how he became intro-

duced to Fell Ponies.  In addition to 

Linnel Fluff, The King also acquired 

Linnel Wanda 5648, a dark brown 

filly with star, foaled in 1927 (Linnel 

Wanderer 5647 X Bob Silvertail 

1867), bred by Thomas Wharton, as 

well as another prize-winning mare, 

Linglow’s Affection 5728, a black filly 

with star and white on near hind fet-

lock, foaled in 1925 (Fanny Dale 3801 

X Blencathra 1119), bred by Thomas 

Allison.  All three Fell Ponies joined 

Jock and were used as shooting and 

stalking ponies at Balmoral and at San-

dringham.  King George V’s patronage 

of the Fell Pony Society in the 1930’s 

also helped to save the breed when it 

was faced with possible extinction dur-

ing those difficult years between the 

Wars.   

 When The King first intro-

duced the “alien”  Fells to Balmoral, 

“they were received with mixed feel-

His Late Majesty King George V’s Fell Ponies (left to right):  Linglow’s Affection, Linnel Fluff, 
and Linnel Wanda at Balmoral.  Photo reproduced from Roy B. Charlton’s A Lifetime With 

Ponies, (1944) with kind permission from Mr. Robert B. Charlton. 

His Late Majesty King George V riding Linnel Wanda at Rotten Row*, accompanied by 
the Crown Equerry, Colonel Sir Arthur Edward Erskine GCVO, DSO (c. early 1930’s).  
Photo courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Charlton, Linnel Stud.  (*N.B. Rotten Row is a 
famous bridleway along the south side of Hyde Park in London, which was formerly a 
lamp lit highway dating back to William III.  The name “Rotten Row” is believed to be 

a corruption of the original French '“Route du Roi” or “King's Road”.)                                              
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ings”, primarily because the “Balmoral staff still 
loyally preferred the native Highland ponies” 
(Campbell, 1965).10  Surely this was not the first 

time that shaggy English Fell hooves had trod 

o’er the Scottish mosses:  the old Fell Gallowa’ 

and its neighbor, the extinct but closely-related 

Scottish Galloway, were vital throughout the 

region since time immemorial, including the 

almost endless forays along the border.  Nor 

was this the first time that “bog trotters" like  

these had served a King, with the Northern 

Horsemen once making up to half of the King’s 

Light Cavalry -- as moss-troopers, border prick-

ers and ideal scouts over rough country.   

“It is very difficult to speak of their origin 
[Fell ponies], but it is pretty certain that they 
are closely connected with the now extinct 
breed of Galloway ponies (which have be-
come merged into the smaller type of 
Clydesdale) and with the breed of ponies 
found all along the west coast and islands of 
Scotland” (Lord Arthur Cecil, 1908). 11 

 

Scottish Highland and English Fell 

Ponies are thus no strangers to each other, 

crossing paths both historically and even within 

the early Stud Books.  In fact, Mountain Ranger 598, one 

of the principal foundation sires in the Fell Pony Stud 

Book, was also used at the Dunira Highland Pony Stud in 

Perthshire and produced registered Highland stock.12  

Likewise, ancestors with names such as Highland Laddie 

suggest reciprocal Highland influence in a few, early Fell 

pedigrees.  In those days, Highland ponies represented an 

eclectic mix of “Western Island” ponies, which were gen-

erally lighter, and the larger, “mainland” type known as 

the garron, characteristic of Perthshire and the central 

Highlands.  Many of the distinct western island subtypes 

went extinct, and (with the exception of the Eriskay) a sin-

gle Highland breed standard emerged.  While the Army 

sought larger Highlands for use as remounts, the crofters 

(i.e., those working small farms) also had a demand for a 

strong, stout, larger Highland pony like the garron for util-

ity and light draft work.  The Highland was thus bred up 

in size and strength to meet local demands.  In the 1930’s, 

an authority on Highland ponies noted:  

“Many of our Highland ponies are often short and 
straight in the shoulders and lacking in withers.  
This kind of shoulder is possibly more common 
among the heavier or garron ponies, although the 
lighter type is by no means free from it.  Some of 
the old-fashioned breeders thought this heavy, 
coarse shoulder a sign of strength, and, because of 
this idea, no steps were taken at the time to avoid 
it”  (MacDonald,  1937).13 

Obviously this problem has long since been addressed 

within the breed, but it was within this contemporary set-

ting that The King first introduced the Fells to Balmoral.  

Like Highland Ponies, Fell Ponies are excellent deer po-

nies – sturdy, hardy, and surefooted, and capable of trav-

ersing the roughest countryside, whether boggy or stone.  

They have an excellent walk, with straight and true action.  

Fell Ponies are also known for their great stamina, long 

sloping shoulder, sloping pasterns, and freedom of move-

ment – traits which are useful not only for deer ponies 

moving over rough terrain, but for almost any equestrian 

This prize-winning “Western Island” registered Highland mare was bred by 
His Late Majesty King George V at Balmoral, but was registered with the 
prefix of the first owner (which was allowed back in those days.)  “Bonnie 

Jean” also illustrates that resemblances may be seen amongst some 
Highland and Fell ponies which should — for various historical reasons — 

come as no surprise. (Photo reprinted from Macdonald’s Highland Ponies 
and Some Remembrances of Highlandmen, 1937.) 
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sport.  A correct shoulder and withers not 

only helps to keep a heavily-laden deer 

saddle (or pannier full of grouse) in place 

while travelling down a steep mountain-

side, but also does the same for a rider, 

not to mention providing a much more 

comfortable ride.   Fells tend to be a little 

smaller overall than Highlands but are no 

less sturdy with their remarkable bone.  

Fell stature varies little from the average of 

13.2 hh, not just because of the 

“inhospitable” environment where they 

evolved, but also due to centuries of selec-

tive breeding as a pack pony with an “easy-

to-load” size.  Their intelligence and gener-

ally calm demeanor, like that of the High-

land Ponies, prove them reliable in almost 

any situation. 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, then 

HRH The Princess Elizabeth, was thus 

about 6 years old when her grandfather first 

acquired registered Fell Ponies.  By then she had already 

inherited the same love for the countryside, animals, and 

equestrian sports as her forbears.  The young Princess’ 

life began with ponies, as many little girls do, and with her 

imagination:   

Recalled Lady Mary Clayton, a cousin eight years her 
senior:  “She [HRH The Princess Elizabeth] liked to 
imagine herself as a pony or horse.  When she was 
doing that and someone called her and she didn't an-
swer right away.  She would then say, ‘I couldn't an-
swer you as a pony.’’’ (Smith, 2012; reproduced with 

permission from the author)14  

Her father, the Duke of York (His Late Majesty King 

George VI), gave The Princess a real pony when she was 

about 4 years old – a “rotund” little Shetland named 

“Peggy”.15  Despite such an unpretentious mount, the little 

Princess – as a born leader and promising equestrian – 

managed to leave her mark as being the youngest ever to 

lead a hunting field.   At the time, The Princess, known to 

her family by the nickname “Lilibet”, was just a few days 

shy of being five years old!  According to Captain George 

Drummond of Pitsford Hall, Northampton: 

“’What happened was, the Princess Elizabeth with her 
mother holding her pony was in a corner of Boughton 

Covert and the fox which was there found could not 
have given a better performance even if commanded 
or, as Frank Freeman said, ‘if we had had him on a 
string’, for after he went away he passed right under 
the nose of the Princess’s pony and jumped on to a 
wall and after giving his royal audience the once-over, 
made straight across the middle of the adjoining 
ploughed field, circling to the right before disappearing 
from view.  Freeman laid his hounds on in a flash, 
coming straight to the royal and the other holl’as.  
When the field debouched from the covert they saw to 
their amazement and probably to the annoyance of the 
hard thrusters that they were being led by a small child 
on a pony, going best pace across the plough in the 
wake of the hounds.  The occasion in a way was also a 
sad one, for this was the last time that Frank Freeman 
ever hunted a fox and it marked the retirement of the 
finest huntsman probably of a century and the initia-
tion of our most important little lady to the joys of the 
Chase” (“Sabretache”, 1948).16 

Now one may probably safely assume that when The 

Duke of York brought his young daughter to Pytchley that 

day, this was not exactly the outcome he intended!  None-

theless it is a useful reminder of the fact that back in those 

days, most children – even Princesses – did not necessari-

ly have all the formal schooling that we know today when 

HRH The Princess Elizabeth (age 4) riding “Peggy” at                                      
“First Meet with the Pytchley Hounds  — 14th April,1931”   (Photo provided by 

Royal Collection Trust/© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2012) 
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learning to ride.  For many, equitation was learned real-
time in the hunting field, or simply by riding about the 

countryside wherever they were raised.  And so the Prin-

cess and her sister, the Late HRH Princess Margaret, 

learned to ride (and drive) on various ponies at their 

grandparents’ country estates – including Balmoral and 

Sandringham, and also at Windsor.  Just before World 

War II, they enjoyed private lessons at Buckingham Pal-

ace.  But when the war broke out, the King and Queen 

sent their daughters out of London, first to Balmoral and 

then to Windsor.  With staff cut to a minimum because 

of the War, the Princesses enjoyed more freedom to ride, 

drive and care for their ponies themselves at Balmoral, 

and learned a lot more on their own.  Other ponies rid-

den during their childhood years included George, who 

was “straight from the pit- head”, followed by Gem, with 

an “iron mouth and thick neck typical of many small po-
nies”; Comet (Welsh/Arab cross), Greylight (Welsh 

Mountain Pony), Snowball (Welsh Cob), Hans 

(Norwegian) and (another) “Jock”, a former deer pony of 

King George VI that “undoubtedly had Highland blood 
in his veins”  but his ancestry was unknown.  Hans and 

Jock were also taught to drive.17 

After King George V passed away in 1936, Wan-

da and Fluff, as well as Jock, were sent to Sandringham to 

be turned out to grass, other than being used for the au-

tumn shooting.  In 1941 Jock had to be put down, and 

there was a suggestion that Fluff and Wanda might be 

used by Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret when at 

Sandringham.  King George VI acquired another Fell 

Pony around the same time.  Originally registered as Rail-

ton Gipsy Black Princess 7060, a black mare foaled in 

1939 (Linnel Gipsy Queen 6481 X Linnel Gallant Boy 

1704), and bred by Mrs. Cecil C. Railton in Derbyshire, 

she was re-registered (in NPS Vol. XXV) as Windsor 

The Late HRH Princess Margaret, accompanied by her sister, (then) HRH Princess Elizabeth, driving Windsor Gipsy to victory at 
the Royal Windsor Horse Show in 1944.  (Photo kindly provided by Her Majesty The Queen.) 

Page 13 



Page 14 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Spring/Summer 2012  

Gipsy 7060 (late Railton Gipsy Black Princess), 

thereby establishing the “Windsor” prefix.  (It 

was permissible back then to re-register a pony 

in the owner’s name.)  The prefix was named 

after Windsor Castle and “The House of 

Windsor”, the Royal Family’s official name, 

and it was also where the Princesses spent the 

last years of the War.  In 1944, at age 13, Prin-

cess Margaret was accompanied by her sister, 

Princess Elizabeth, and won the Wartime Utili-

ty Driving Class with “The King’s Gypsy” (a.k.a. 

Windsor Gipsy) put to a Governess Car, at the 

Royal Windsor Horse Show. The following 

year, while still a teenager herself, HRH The 

Princess Elizabeth won the Open Driving Class 

at the same show with the same pony, this time 

put to a cane-bodied French chaise.  

Breeding of Fell ponies began with Windsor Gip-

sy when she was sent from Windsor to Balmoral after the 

War, and continued with two of her daughters by Linnel 

Lingcropper 1621:  Windsor Romany Lass 8680 (black, 

foaled 1947; bred by The Late HM King George VI) - 

known for being “one of the best deer ponies”; and 

Windsor Nell 10188, (black, foaled 1950 and registered 

by HM Queen Elizabeth II (NPS Vol. XXVII)) -- known 

for being “an especially good worker”.  In addition, the 

broodmares also included  a mare that was given to Her 

Majesty named “Jane”, a.k.a. Maid of the Plain 9279 

(black, foaled 1949, Linnel Mountain Maid 8084 X Lin-

nel Lingcropper 1621), whom The Queen 

used to ride. When these mares produced 

five colt foals in two years (all by Linnel 

Romany II 2400), two were exchanged for 

fillies from other members of the Fell Pony 

Society,18   which included Packway Swallow 

12601 (black, foaled 1963, Birkett Bank 

Flower 10476 X Packway Royal 3276) and 

Hutton Furse 12457 (black, foaled 1962, Bir-

kett Bank Frolic 11209 X Packway Royal 

3276).  

 The “Balmoral” Stud prefix was es-

tablished by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

in NPS Vol. XXXIV, with the registrations of 

two black Fell Pony geldings foaled in 1962:  

Balmoral Tinker and Balmoral Vagabond, as 

well as the other aforementioned Fell colts, 

including Balmoral Laddie 4424, Balmoral 

Mist 4423, and Balmoral Tartan 4425.  This 

prefix was of course named in honor of the 

Balmoral Castle Estate, the Royal Family’s 

Scottish home since 1852.  At the time the 

Windsor Romany Lass 8680, known for being “one of the best deer ponies”, was 
owned and bred by His Late Majesty King George VI                                  

(Photo:  Fell Pony Society Stud Book 2005) 

Windsor Castle at sunset, as viewed from the Long Walk (Windsor, England)             
(Photo by David Iliff. License: CC-BY-SA 3.0 ) 



Page 15 Volume 11, Number 1 

prefix was established, it was also where all of the Royal 

Family’s Fell and Highland ponies were bred and raised.  

The Balmoral prefix was first used in the Highland sec-

tion of the NPS Stud Book in 1979 with the registration of 

a colt named Balmoral Fafernie.19
 

Meanwhile, the young Princesses grew up and 

eventually started riding horses, but The 

Queen’s days with ponies were never over!  

Ponies of various sorts have always been 

available for her children and grandchil-

dren to start them off in the equestrian 

world.  Although Fell and Highland Po-

nies, as well as a pair of Haflingers (which 

were a gift to The Queen from Austria), 

continued to serve at Balmoral throughout 

the years, a pasture problem (Grass Sick-

ness) resulted in the breeding stock tem-

porarily being moved to the Royal Pad-

docks at Hampton Court Palace, original 

home of the Royal Stud.  Since the six-

teenth century, the Royal Stud has domi-

nated the development of the Thorough-

bred horse.  Here, in the hoof steps of 

those great racing giants, Her Majesty’s Fell Ponies are 

raised today.  Meanwhile the Highland Pony breeding 

stock were relocated back to Balmoral in 2007, and both 

studs continue to flourish.   As with her most valuable 

racehorses, no matter where they live, Her Majesty is 

keenly interested in each and every pony and its well-

An aged Fell mare (Sanja Ebony) with one of The Queen’s Haflingers grazing at Balmoral Castle in 1999.              
(Photo courtesy of Roxanne Dimyan) 

Some of The Queen’s Fell young stock (Balmoral Alvie and Balmoral Nevis) at The 
Royal Paddocks, Hampton Court  ( © MJ Gould-Earley 2011) 



Page 16 The Fell Pony Express  (FPSNA, Inc.) -  Spring/Summer 2012  

being:  its name, pedigree, and even 

“personality quirks” are well-known to 

The Queen, who oversees every aspect 

of their care and management.    

For Fell Pony breeding, Her 

Majesty most often relies on outside stud 

services, with the working ponies being 

either geldings or mares.  In addition, 

every horse or pony that is bred at the 

Royal Paddocks is bred for a purpose – 

whether as a future deer or trekking po-

ny, driving pony, carriage horse, etc., 

and for this reason they are rarely sold.  Furthermore, 

Her Majesty has always been very interested in FIS (Foal 

Immunodeficiency Syndrome) research, and advocates 

the use of the carrier test now available to eliminate the 

chance of producing an affected foal.   

Traditionally, the young Fell ponies are sent to 

Windsor to be broken to both ride and drive whenever 

they are ready, typically around age 4; then they return to 

Balmoral to be used for trekking and/or deer stalking, 

and where they might also experience “proper hard liv-

ing”.  It is a wonderful tribute to the breed’s ancient herit-

age that Her Majesty still uses Fell ponies in their tradi-

tional role as a pack pony -- a role which today is nearly 

extinct everywhere else.  The wild red deer of the High-

lands have no natural predators since the last 

wolf was killed, so every autumn a specified 

number of stags and hinds are culled – typically 

around 700 total – in order to maintain the 

herds at levels appropriate for their local habi-

tat.  Without this cull, deer would starve, de-

stroy local crops and/or decimate the habitats 

of other wildlife in search of food, such as the 

heather that provides cover for grouse. The 

ponies carry the carcasses over the rough 

ground back to home, and there is a butcher 

shop on site which processes the venison, so 

nothing goes to waste.  Without these ponies, 

parts of the estate might be relatively impassa-

ble, and other parts could easily be torn up by 

using motorized transport.  The ponies are not 

there simply for sport and recreational benefit.  

They are an important component of a 

longstanding, delicate ecosystem and their use – 

whether carrying stags, panniers of grouse, or 

The Queen’s Highland ponies are all gleaming and ready to begin work during the 
stalking season at Balmoral.  (© MJ Gould-Earley 2004) 

Fell and Highland Ponies (Balmoral Fling and Balmoral Alpine) working 
on the  hills of the Balmoral estate in winter.  The ponies are ideally-suited 
for both the harsh weather as well as the rugged terrain, where the highest 

elevation (Lochnagar) stands at 3,789 ft. A.S.L.                                                                                  
(Photo reproduced with kind permission from The Queen.) 

Fell Ponies (Balmoral Fling and Balmoral Fern) working 
in winter.  The deer saddles they are wearing are specially

-made with extra billets and D-rings designed to secure 
the deer carcasses.  Ponies also carry wicker panniers that 

hold grouse during the grouse shooting season.  (Photo 
reproduced with kind permission from The Queen.) 
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HRH The Duke of Edinburgh driving Her Majesty The Queen with a pair of Fell Ponies put to a dog 
cart.  This photo was  taken during the Silver Jubilee celebration 35 years ago (1977) at Balmoral.                   

(Photo © Aberdeen Journals Ltd ) 

Pony trekking with Fell Ponies at Balmoral (pictured in 
front of the Royal Stables)  (© MJ Gould-Earley 2004) 

Balmoral Erica, one of Her Majesty’s Highland ponies, shown 
winning the Highland Championship at the Royal Windsor Horse 

Show 2012 (with Lizzie Briant )  (© MJ Gould-Earley 2012) 
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people - helps to mitigate damage and 

preserve the understory of the forest and 

heather moorlands, which are home to a 

host of other species.  

Many of The Queen’s children and 

grandchildren, like The Queen herself, 

are avid sportsmen and –women, and it is 

hoped they will continue to maintain Bal-

moral – and all the ponies that bear its 

name -- as an everlasting legacy for all to 

enjoy.  Some of the ponies stabled at 

Windsor are sometimes shown in-hand 

and in other competitions, in addition to 

being used by the Royal Family for pleas-

ure while stabled there or at Sandringham 

or Balmoral.  Her Majesty’s husband, 

HRH Prince Philip the Duke of Edin-

burgh, is one of the finest competitive 

carriage drivers in Britain and was a ma-

jor force in the development of the sport 

of combined driving.  Although he started 
Balmoral Vision, owned and bred by Her Majesty The Queen, competing at the 

Royal Windsor Horse Show 2011 with Lizzie Briant.                                               
(© MJ Gould-Earley 2011) 

HRH Prince Philip The Duke of Edinburgh driving Her Majesty's team of Fell Ponies at the                 
Royal Windsor Horse Show 2012  (© MJ Gould-Earley 2012) 
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Her Majesty The Queen (riding one of her Fell Pony mares) with her youngest grandchildren:  Lady Louise Windsor (right) and 
Viscount Severn (left) at Windsor on April 25, 2011.                                                                               

(Photo provided by Royal Collection Trust/© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2012.  Photographer: Eva Zielinska-Millar) 

out driving horses, His Royal Highness later regularly 

competed with a 4-in-hand of Fell Ponies, and still enjoys 

driving them today (at 91!)   Although The Queen rode 

horses throughout much of her adult life, in 2003, while 

recovering from knee surgery, she resumed riding Fell 

Ponies again with one of her homebred Fells, and she 

also still (at 86!) rides Fell Ponies today! 

2012 marks the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II, celebrating 60 years since her acces-

sion as one of the longest-reigning and best-loved mon-

archs of all time.  As a lifelong pony enthusiast and Fell 

Pony breeder, and Patron of the Fell Pony Society, Her 

Majesty has also provided immeasurable support that has 

helped to secure this rare breed for future generations.  

May God bless The Queen – and may she enjoy many 

more happy years riding on a pony’s back!                

                   MJG 

© Mary Jean Gould-Earley 1998-2012 (unless otherwise specified 

herein.)  All rights reserved. 
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New Arrivals!  

Laurelhighland Duchess 

s. Waverhead Model IV  

d. Lownthwaite Orange Blossom 

Laurelhighland                    
Jack of Diamonds 

s. Laurelhighland Union Jack 

d. Ludworth Lady Grey 

Northcountry Deacon 

s. Lunesdale Mercury 

d. Laurelhighland Delilah 

Laurelhighland Model 

s. Waverhead Model IV 

d. Sleddale Wild Rose V 

2000 filly,  
Mustahevonen 

Deco, 
 is the original 

“stork foal” 

 

That’s it for 
now—  

See you next 
issue! 

Northcountry Dominick 

s. Lunesdale Mercury 

d. Laurelhighland Beauty 

Stonecreek Eddie 

s. Goytvalley Magic Minstrel 

d. Stonecreek Scarlet 

Willowtrail Mountain Prince 

s. Willowtrail Black Robin 

d. Bowthorne Matty 

Braeberry Isabella 

s. Copperbeech Casper 

d. Mustahevonen Rheged’s 
Trixie 

Braeberry Hwinhynym  

s. Copperbeech Casper 

d. Ravenscairn Selkie  
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News From the Beaver State:  Oregon 

Spring Mountain Trail AdventureSpring Mountain Trail Adventure  

 We currently manage a virtual farm as it 
were.  We have ponies in seven or eight locations 
depending on the month, most at Hawleywood 
Farms in Medford, Oregon.  Our small property 
on the coast has a fast creek, and a visiting herd 
of 40, both make it difficult to fence or keep fence 
up!  We are thankful to others who are taking 
care of, training, and enjoying our ponies for us 
and we hope to enjoy them ourselves again soon 
on a daily basis.  I did get to attend an event re-
cently where I watched two of our breeding com-
pete in a trail riding competition that I have 
longed to have a Fell at for five years; ever since I 
learned of the event and attended one as an on-
looker. 

 

 May 20th, the Oregon Horse Center put 
on the 2012 Spring Mountain Trail Adventure,  a 
three day competition that gets increasingly more 
difficult.  There are two courses.  The smaller one 
is similar to what might be found in a typical 
trail class at a typical show — gates, backing  or 
side passing between poles, a few small trees, 
logs to step over, rocks or other obstacles to move 
around.  The larger one is in a big arena complete 
with bridges, large pond, a 30 ft. waterfall, large 
boulders, 1-2’ logs, deep holes in the ground to 
back into, hills to climb, tarps, hides, and who 
knows what else they can imagine.  This year 
was an especially tough course, not so much sur-
prise factor but trust issues.  Technically it was 
difficult and many of the seasoned competitors 
struggled with some obstacles.  This year includ-
ed a suspension bridge, a long narrow plank, a 
rolling bridge (it rolled when horse stepped on 
and off it), a sunk water hole with rubber flooring 
that sunk even more when stepped on, a cowhide 
to be raised above horse’s head on a rope and pul-
ley and then the usual end of the ride ground ty-
ing while the handler disappeared into an out-
house for a few seconds!  Each obstacle is scored 
up to 10 points. 

 

 Two Brae-
berry ponies repre-
sented Fells for the 
first time at this 
event.  Braeberry 
Victor, a yearling, 
owned by the competitor, and Braeberry Bar-
nabas, on loan.  Victor went through the smaller 
course in hand twice each day, calm and easy-
going.  He’s not afraid, tries most, but still needs 
practice on side passing and backing into a hole. 
His new owners were very happy with his behav-
ior and performance. 

 

 Braeberry Barnabas, a six year old with 
just 90 days of training and maybe 15 rides when 
he arrived to the competitor’s home a month pri-
or, also performed well both in hand and ridden.  
He was handled by a 13 year old in the larger, 
more challenging course and by the third day he 
was tired, but while in the course he tried most 
things and scored well when he tried.  The scari-
er obstacles to some horses were the things he 
usually did more easily…like the rolling bridge, 
suspension bridge and water pit.  Backing into 
deep, long holes he didn’t care for and quietly re-
fused.  Some of the obstacles took more training 
than he has, like side passing under saddle from 
leg pressure cues only, or took more of a trusting 
relationship between rider and horse which can’t 
be created in a month.  He didn’t mind the raised 
cow hide or having to walk through hides with 
colored water noodles hitting him and when it 
came to waiting for his handler in the loo…he 
wanted to go in with her instead of waiting out-
side!  He’s a great follower and I look forward to 
seeing him compete again in the NW Mountain 
Trail Championships in November.   

 

Cheryl Dutton 

Braeberry Farm Fell Ponies 

 

(Opposite Page)  Barnabas navigating obstacles at the 
2012 Spring Mountain Trail Adventure.                     

Photo: © Oregon Horse Center 
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The Great Horse Breeds of the World, Volume 1 
Now Available For Purchase Online at WWW.FPSNA.ORG! 

This beautiful, full color, hard cover book brings together some of the most beautiful, rare and amazing breeds 
available to horse and pony lovers today, including the Fell Pony! Inter-
esting facts and information about each breed, along with contact infor-
mation, are included.    

Book includes a 3-page section all about the Fell Pony, which was spon-
sored by FPSNA breeders both as a fundraiser for FPSNA and to help 
educate about this breed.  Thank-you to all those who helped make this 
possible! 
 

So if you are looking for the perfect gift to give to all the horse and pony 
enthusiasts on your list, this is the book!  
 
Hardcover: 112 high gloss, museum quality paper pages 
Publisher: Whitehall Publishing; First Edition (July 22, 2011) 
Language: English 
ISBN-10: 1935122258 
ISBN-13: 978-1935122258 
Product Dimensions: 11.1 x 8.6 x 0.6 inches 
Shipping Weight: 1.5 pounds 
Breeds and Photos: more than 250 photos of fabulous equines from around the 
globe representing more than 2 dozen breeds (including 8 Fell Pony photographs 
from FPSNA and UK breeders).  Price: $32.00, including Priority Mail shipping with-
in the United States when you purchase at www.fpsna.org .  (Please contact us for 
a shipping quote if you need it shipped outside the continental USA.) 
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A nna Meadows has been a member of the Atherstone Pony Club since 2005 and started taking part 
in mounted games in 2008. She had been riding a Welsh Section B but at the beginning of 2010 she 

had to change ponies due to strict height and weight rules. While we looked for another pony Anna took 
our Fell Pony Aylestone The Merrie Monk just so she could keep practicing. Merrie loved it and was-
n’t at all fazed by any of the equipment. Within a couple of months they had made it to the B Team. They 
had a brilliant year and competed all over the Country. They were one of just two B Teams that made it 
to the Pony Club Championships. Merrie was also the only Pony at the Pony Club Championships that 
competed in both the Games and the Dressage to Music where they finished Tenth! 

Anna Meadows, bearing the Union Jack, competes for England with Aylestone The Merrie Monk at the DAKS International 
Pony Club Mounted Games Championships, Royal Windsor Horse Show 2012.  Anna and her Fell Pony "Merrie" did a fantas-

tic job in the competition, showing off the speed, stamina, and versatility of the Fell!  (Photo © MJ Gould-Earley 2012) 
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At the beginning of 2012 Anna was put for-
ward for The Pony Club England Mounted 
Games Team Trial by the District Commis-
sioner of her Pony Club, The Ather-
stone.  After 3 hours riding in horrendous 
weather with rain, sleet and wind we were 
thrilled when she was the first rider named 
for the Team! Picked alongside Anna were 
Dan Drummond (Cheshire Hunt North), Peter 
Downs (Rockwood Harriers), Astrid Straume-
Brown ( Warwickshire Hunt), Harry Gates 

Merrie Fact File!  
Aylestone The Merrie Monk was 
bred by Anna’s Grandmother, Jo 
Ball, at our Stud — The Aylestone 
Stud — in Leicestershire. He is 
10yrs old. He was broken in by 
Anna’s Mum  - Isabel Meadows and 
Anna taught him to do the Games. 
They also compete in Showing, 
Jumping, Dressage and Dressage to 
Music. The Pair have won The Fell 
Pony Society Performance Awards 
three years running. 

Anna and Merrie (Photo courtesy of Isabel Meadows) 

Anna, Merrie and their other teammates representing England at the DAKS International Pony Club Mounted Games 
Championships (Photo courtesy of Isabel Meadows) 
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(Oakley Hunt West) and Reserve Jessica 
Beachill (Badsworth Hunt)   

 

Our Windsor week [Royal Windsor Horse 
Show 2012] began on the Monday with a 
training session near Stratford-upon-Avon 
before moving on to teammate Astrid’s 
house.  Unfortunately Astrid’s pony was tak-
en ill the week before and so Reserve Jessica 
brought her pony instead. On Monday night 
we all received our England Kit which was 
very smart. After another Training session 
on Tuesday Morning, we left for Windsor in a 
convoy of seven lorries!  As soon as we ar-
rived we met up with the Mounted Games 
Chairman and went to meet a real Cowboy 
and Indian who were interested in using Mer-
rie in the Jubilee Pageant taking place every 
night. They immediately put a western saddle 
on him and a huge Indian jumped on and dis-
appeared! We found them in the Castle Arena taking part in a full rehearsal! We sat in the Royal Box to 
watch. Merrie was amazing but when he saw the four horse Stagecoach he had had enough and left the 
Arena very quickly with the Cowboy! So it was decided he wouldn’t be used in the Pageant after all!  

 

On Wednesday all the Teams went to the Pony Club Tent where we received our DAKS jumpers for 
wearing in competition. This was followed by the Teams’ entertainment. England was elected to 
‘entertain’ first and sang a song, I think they were very pleased to get it over and done with and settle 
down to watch the other Teams! All the Teams then exchanged gifts. 

 

Thursday saw the Competition begin in the impressive Cas-
tle Arena.  We were worried Merrie wouldn’t like it after his 
scare with the Stage Coach but he was fine and I think he 
really liked the atmosphere. Anna and Merrie were also the 
first in the Team to carry the England Flag which was a very 
proud moment. The Team were joint second. We competed 
twice a day from Thursday to Saturday.  We went into Sun-
day’s Final in third place. The crowd for the Final was the 
biggest yet and The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh were 
in the audience. Merrie was amazing the whole time and 
never put a foot wrong. Anna’s favourite race was the Jubilee 
Flag, and the Milk Race was very funny when Northern Ire-
land’s Cow ran into the Sentry Box! We ended the Competi-
tion in third place. The Team  received their medals from 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh which was lovely. 

There was also a week long Tack and Turnout Competition, 
Teams were judged several times a day on the turnout of po-
nies and riders, and their stables. England won this Compe-
tition by 16 points. 

 
Anna Meadows and "Merrie", which the announcer aptly referred to as 

a "real crackin' Fell Pony!", competing in the Championships.  (You 
can see the "sword" was right on target. . . and the balloon was       

history!)  (Photo © MJ Gould-Earley 2012) 

What an honor and delight for Anna and her 
teammates to receive their awards from HRH Prince 

Philip The Duke of Edinburgh!    The Duke of 
Edinburgh (pictured center) is credited with the 

inspiration for these games, which dates back to the 
1950’s.  To this day children also compete annually 

for the coveted “Prince Philip Cup”.                                  
(Photo © MJ Gould-Earley 2012) 
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As well as the riding 
side, all the teams were 
asked to be part of the 
Diamond Jubilee Pag-
eant which they went 
to every night of our 
stay and their job was 
to hold the flags of 
some of the Countries 
the Queen had visited 
over her sixty year 
reign. They all stood on 
the stairs leading up to 
the main stage. Anna 
was very proud to be a 
part of something so 
spectacular and I think 
you can safely say she 
will never get another 
opportunity like it The “flying Anna” — mounting at speed — and her “flying Fell”!   

Anna and her teammates  ride with their awards and Flag of England (St. George’s Cross) (Photo © MJ Gould-Earley 2012) 



Don’t forget to keep track of all of your points this year, and turn them in by the 
deadline!  They are due no later than November 30, 2012.                              

See our website for more details!  www.fpsna.org 
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again. They also met lots of people that had come from all over the world to be part of the pageant 
whilst waiting back stage and this too was really special.  We spent a lot of time in the evenings get-
ting to know people from the other teams — the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Wales and 
Scotland.   

 

Anna is a very active Pony Club Member and in 2011 was Individual 3rd and Team 1st in their Area 
Intermediate Dressage Competition booking a Place at the Championships where they were individ-
ual 10th and the Team were 5th. (This was on a friend’s horse.)  So far this year she has been on the 
winning Area Quiz Team. Was placed second in the Senior Horse and Pony Care Competition with 
her Team and qualified for the Pony Club Championships in August (Stable Management Competi-
tion) Was Team 3rd at the Area Games Competition going through to the Games Zone on the 1st of 
July. She is also on the Intermediate Dressage Team this year with that Area being held on 30th 
June. Anna is also working towards her Pony Club B Test. 

 

How do the Games work? – Over three hundred Games Teams compete every year in friendlies all 
over the Country. Each Team will compete in their ‘Area Competition’, with 19 Areas throughout the 
Country. The top placed Teams at these Competitions (depends on number of competing teams en-
tered) go forward to one of four Zones. The winners of each Zone go forward to The Horse of the Year 
Show (HOYS) in October. Teams placed 2nd – 7th at Zone go forward to the Pony Club Champion-
ships. Here the Teams are split into two groups:  those who have been to HOYS in the last ten years 
and those who haven’t. The winners of these two competitions take up the remaining two places at 
HOYS to compete for the Prince Philip Cup. 

 

The Atherstone Pony Club are the third most successful Club in Prince Philip Cup history last win-
ning in 2007. 

 

Anna and Isabel Meadows & Merrie ‘The Flying Fell of Atherstone’ 
 

 

(Photos and captions by MJ Gould-Earley (who was thrilled to see a Fell in the Championship Games!) unless otherwise noted.) 
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“Short and Well Coupled”“Short and Well Coupled”  
By Jenifer Morrissey 

 

A dear friend of mine gave me a tea towel 
several years ago depicting British horse 
and pony breeds.  Produced by Ulster Weav-
ers, the tea towel is hanging on the wall 
where I can look at it each night before I go 
to bed.  I often muse about the differences 
between the breeds, all the way from the 
Thoroughbred to the Shire to, of course, the 
Fell Pony.  Being a Fell Pony breeder, I find 
the representative of our breed on the towel 
to be full of faults, but it is instructive none-
theless to study the artist’s rendering of the 
different equine conformations. 

 

One conformation topic that has had me in-
trigued of late is ‘short-coupled.’  In discus-
sions with fellow Fell Pony breeders, short-
backed versus short-coupled occasionally 
comes up.  It turns out that neither of those 
terms shows up in the breed description.  
Instead, in the ‘Carcass’ section, ‘short and 
well coupled’ is mentioned; the section is al-
located 20 out of 125 points.  While I have 
understood ‘short and well coupled’ intui-
tively, I have found it more challenging to 
describe what it means to others.  Some re-
search was obviously in order!  And my re-
search turned up the same confused equat-
ing of coupling and length of back.  In this 
article, I try to sort through the information and provide some clarity. (Just in case you’re wondering, 
whenever I do this sort of research, I always run my findings by at least one knowledgeable Fell Pony 
judge.) 

 

It turns out that short coupled is specifically not about the length of the back.  Coupling refers only to 
the joining of the back to the croup.  Coupling happens in the area between the last rib and the hip and 
from loin to groin and is a significant determinant of weight carrying ability.   

 

Ideal coupling varies with the use that a horse is to be put.  For typical uses of the Fell Pony, excellent 
coupling is fairly consistently described as: “broad, short, smooth and strong, yet flexible for coiling. The 
circumference about the loin and groin is about the same as the heart girth.” (1)  Ideal riding, carriage 
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and draft horses all share this type of coupling, and since these are the traditional uses of the Fell, it 
seems reasonable to assume that ‘short and well coupled’ is broad from side to side, deep from loin to 
groin, short from rib to hip, strong, and smoothly transitioning in every direction.  Where ideal coupling 
differs from this description is typically in horses used for racing.   

 

The Fell Pony breed description also mentions ‘muscular loins’ in the ‘Carcass’ section.  The importance 
of muscular loins in equines is described in a paper by Dr. Doyle Meadows from the University of Ten-
nessee.  “The loin (coupling) should be well muscled and strong as opposed to being long, weak and poor-
ly muscled. The loin is the pivot point of the horse’s back and is the area between the last rib and the 
croup. Short, muscular loins are needed to carry power from the hind legs forward.” (2)   

 

Below are pictures of two ponies with different sorts of coupling.  Their backs are similar in length, and 
their shoulders are fairly similar, but where their backs transition to their croup differs significantly to 
my eye.  While the bay’s loin appears muscular and the coupling smooth, the black’s loin looks less mus-
cular.  In addition, there is a slight dip in front of the croup of the black pony and the coupling looks 
slightly longer relative to the point of the hip and isn’t as smooth.   There is also a suggestion of narrow-
ness in the black’s coupling (a hollowness in front of the hip bone), where the bay’s looks broader (no hol-
lowness), though it’s hard to tell for sure from the side.  I would say that the bay is short and well-
coupled and the black less so.  The black pony also helps illustrate the difference between short-backed 
and short-coupled.  While the black pony has a short back, the coupling is relatively long in that pony. 

Inevitably when I ask questions about coupling, I am instructed to compare the topline and bottom line 
of the pony.  The topline is from withers to croup, and the bottom line is from elbow to udder or sheath.  
Ideally the topline is much shorter than the bottom line.  “The underline is where the abdominal muscles 
are, which, like in humans, can provide tremendous support to the back when well-conditioned.” (3) 
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In my research on coupling, this comparison of topline and bottom line came up repeatedly.  This com-
parison, I think, tells us more about the lay of the shoulder and the quality of the hindquarters than it 
does about coupling.  When the topline is much shorter the bottom line, it is likely that the shoulder is 
well-laid back and sloping and that the hindquarters are properly conformed.  I don’t think the compari-
son tells us much about coupling though.  For example, both ponies shown above have short toplines 
compared to their bottom lines, yet the quality of their coupling differs significantly.  One place where 
comparing the top and bottom line does help with understanding coupling is that for the loin to be deep, 
it needs room, which requires that the bottom line be long relative to the top. 

 

At right is a picture of another pony; 
this one has a relatively long back, yet 
the quality of its coupling is much bet-
ter than the black pony above.  The 
loin appears strong, and the coupling 
is smooth.  The length of this pony’s 
back is caused by the shoulder not 
being laid back far enough rather 
than a problem with coupling. 

 

In my research, coupling and the loin 
area were consistently linked to 
weight-carrying ability:   

• “A short, wide, deep loin allows 
a horse to carry weight more effective-
ly, and to develop the muscles needed 
to coil the loins for engagement of the 
pelvis.” (4)   

• “The ideal is to have a smooth, 
strong coupling. This (and not the height of the horse) is the most significant determinant of its ability to 
carry weight.” (5)   

• “Weight-carrying ability is primarily a function of body breadth, especially over the top of the 
loins…A smart rider chooses a broad-backed horse that is just tall enough to fit him.” (6) 

• “Short back and loin is always desirable, regardless of discipline. The back is the weakest area on 
the horse's body with basically just the spine and muscles holding the rider. Shorter back and loin gener-
ally means stronger back.” (7) 

 

When considering the historic uses of Fell ponies, it’s clear why ‘short and well coupled’ and ‘muscular 
loins’ are important.  Whether as pack ponies carrying loads or riding ponies carrying shepherds across 
rough ground, the ability to carry weight effectively was important.  And if used as driving or draft po-
nies, the quality of the coupling ensured that power could be delivered from the hind end forward, as Dr. 
Meadows described above.  So while coupling is often misunderstood, it is critically important to all hors-
es used to carry loads or work in harness, including Fell Ponies. 

 



 

Here is a close-up of the Fell Pony depicted 
on my tea towel.  What do you think of its 
coupling? 

 

1) Bennett, Dr. Deb at http://
www.roscreighstable.com/
conformation.php from Principles of 
Conformation Analysis:  Equus Refer-
ence Guide, Equine Network, 2012 . 

2) Meadows, Doyle G. Professor, Animal 
Science.  Equifacts:  Evaluating Confor-
mation in Horses. The University of 
Tennessee Agricultural Extension Ser-
vice, TNH-6001, found at http://
animalscience.ag.utk.edu/Horse/pdf/
TNH%206001-Conformation.pdf  

3) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Back_
(horse) 

4) http://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/
index?qid=20100203152728AAGvbJC 

5) http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/hrs3835 
6) Same as #1 
7) http://www.flahorse.com/forums/showthread.php?t=7503 

© Jenifer Morrissey, 2012, except as otherwise noted 
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News from the Golden State:  California 

Rosebud and friend 
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Greetings, 

  

Above is a sweet photo of our two Fells with a 
happy admirer (Anthony Egan). Fell on right in 
photo is Laurelhighland Lucky Lad "Laddie"; 
on left in photo is Laurelhighland Rosebud.  

  

We have sent 2 additional photos of our Fells as 
well. 

  

Thanks so much for your time and expertise in 
creating such a beautifully-done newsletter. Tru-
ly exceptional! 

  

Take care, 

Allison Beaudry (owner of Laddie) 

Amanda Russell (owner of Rosebud) 

Allison and Laddie on Easter morning 
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News from the Wolverine State:  Michigan 
Horse Expo 2012: 29th Annual Michigan Horse Council                                                                          Horse Expo 2012: 29th Annual Michigan Horse Council                                                                                      
International Stallion Exhibition and Trade ShowInternational Stallion Exhibition and Trade Show  

 
Lunesdale Mercury did an awesome job in performing for over 5000 people at 
the Expo on March 9th & 10th.  We spent three days educating people about Fell Ponies, their history, 
and the wide potential for multiple disciplines they are capable of performing.  He was a big hit for all 
age groups. 

 

He is the proud Sire of two new stud colts that were both born May 26th....both will be grays!!  Their 
dams, Laurelhighland Beauty and Laurelhighland Delilah, are doing great. 

 

Take care and have a safe and healthy summer! 

 

Nancy (and David) Haylett 

North Country Farm, Coldwater, Michigan 

David and Mercury 
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Bruce Howdle masterfully creating a life-sized, ceramic sculpted mural of the Fell gelding, Laurelhighland Victor 

Mural MagicMural Magic  

I n the beautiful rolling hills, valleys, and 
bluffs of the Driftless Area of Southwestern 

Wisconsin, while exploring the delightful little 
community of Mineral Point, we happened upon 
a most amazing artist.  We recently purchased 
70 acres of beautiful rural property near there, 
hopefully to someday enjoy our equine friends 
and our lives slowing down somewhat.  Little did 
we know that while in a small town nearby, we 
would meet an incredible artist with whom we 
would commission a truly unique piece of art to 
incorporate as a focus of our new home! 

 

The man is Bruce Howdle.  He works in clay, 
and has extensive education, experience, and an 
impressive list of commissions dating back well 

over 30 years.  When we saw his work, we were 
fascinated, and asked him if he would consider a 
suitable piece.  The subject?  Our Fell Pony geld-
ing, Laurelhighland Victor, of course!  Bruce 
has a true love for and appreciation of animal 
anatomy, form, and function, and was immedi-
ately taken with the Fell Pony.  His “first pass” 
at creating a representation of Victor was too 
good to be true!  The final sculpture is about 7 
by 5 feet.  He is depicted in the sculpture against 
the stormy skies of the Cumbrian hills, as creat-
ed by Bruce.   

 

Bruce shared a fascination for Cumbria, as well 
as a cultural and ethnic connection.   Hopefully 
we will someday get to visit the Fell Pony home-
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land!   We are so excited to mount this piece!  Please enjoy the pictures of our 
clay mural sculpture.  We are so proud of Bruce.  Also, enjoy learning more about 
him on his website, www.brucehowdle.com.  His process, creative and technical, 
is fascinating.  Please feel free to commission a work from him!   

Paul and Lisa Lindholm 

The ceramic sculpted mural starts with a sketch 
(above) to plan the design.  At right and below, one 
can see the unfinished, clay mural of Victor come to 

life, with stunning 3-dimensional details!  After 
this, the heavy, life-size artwork is cut down into 

pieces (as shown also on preceding page) and    
hollowed. 
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The preliminary sculpted piece was 
then cut into 124 pieces that were 

fired, glazed, and ultimately glued 
back together! 
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The sculpture, shown after 
glazing and painting 

(with black paint also be-
ing used to reproduce   

Victor’s jet black coat!) 

The  finished piece—ready for hanging over the mantel! 
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News from the Empire State:  New York 
Angel Meadow 
Farm Fell ponies 
had a great start 
to out show sea-
son!!  We were at 
Dressage at Saratoga Memorial Week-
end  where Stonecreek Lily & Cailin 
Sanford competed in 5 classes and 
brought home 5 Blue Ribbons!!  They also 
won high point award for ENYDCTA 
Member with a Score of 75% in Dressage 
Equitation!! 

  

We are also excited to find out that our 
mare Stonecreek Sapphire is in foal to 
Applebyfair Maximus and is due April 
2013!!  Max is owned by Lisa Kyer. 

 

Angel Meadow Farm welcomes Stone-

Anita, Lily and Cailin 

Big congratulations Big congratulations 
to  

Waverhead TedWaverhead Ted!  
(Waverhead Pearl X 
Lownthwaite Gary) 

 

Ted won 2012 
Reserve Supreme Reserve Supreme 

NPS Dressage NPS Dressage 
Champion Champion with his 

rider, Sarah Long. He 
is also a 2X  M&M M&M 

National Side Saddle National Side Saddle 
ChampionChampion, ridden by 

his owner, Katy 
Downing. 

(Who knew a “hairy” 
could do all that?!) 

(Pictured:  Sarah Long and 
Waverhead Ted at NPS 

Dressage Championships; 
Photo by Equi National, 
courtesy of Sarah Long) 
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creek Black Pearl.  Pearl is a lovely addition to our farm 
and reminds of so much of her sister Lily!! 

 

Wishing everyone a great summer with your ponies!! 

 

Anita Castricone 

Angel Meadow Farm  

Ballston Spa, NY 

 

Cailin and Lily 

(left) Black Pearl;  
(right) Sapphire & Gracie-Lynne Ruzzo;  
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News from the Keystone State:  Pennsylvania 
Our girls have been busy showing over the past 
few months.  They joined the local US Pony 
Club Chapter and both competed for the first 
time in dressage.  A few weeks before the “Mega 
Rally” I realized my old dressage letters were 
old and faded (like me!) so I bought some make-
shift vinyl letters to use for now.  I asked Lau-
ren to help put the letters on the rails so they 
could practice their tests.  When I came back I 

found she had used the letters to spell “JUST RIDE” on the arena rails. . . !  So I guess they had a lot more work to 
do to get ready!  But they did great— 10 year-old Janelle scored 61- 62 % on her first dressage tests ever!  Lauren 
did really well, too, and her team placed 2nd overall in the showjumping rally held the same weekend.  However, I 
am not sure that dressage is really their thing right 
now. . . because girls just want to have fun! As far as 
Lauren is concerned, all the fun for her is how high she 
can jump with her pony, Laurelhighland Sapphire.  
And Janelle, riding Lunesdale Rock Rose (“Roxy”), 
much prefers the games and gymkhana to anything else!  
(For her, the faster she can go, the better! )  And for me, 
it is all about trying to keep up with them . . . !  They are 
growing up too fast! 

 

Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD 

Laurel Highland Farm & Equine Services, LLC 

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

Clockwise from below:  Janelle and Roxy;  Lauren 
and Sapphire;  Lauren with Sapphire and Janelle 

with Roxy at the Williamsport Riding Club 
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News from the Centennial State:  Colorado 

 Three More Gifts 
What a blessing a mild winter was.  Less time shoveling snow = more time with po-
nies!  Early in the year I began Willowtrail Jonty’s under-saddle training.  We got 
in a few circuits of the round pen before he went to a new home.  Three-year-old Wil-
lowtrail Winter Lad charmed yet another visitor and this time went home with 
them.  I also spent time with TurkeyTrot Sand Lily 
under saddle and at liberty.  We even experimented 
with jumping – something Lily took to easily.  Lily 
also is now in a new home. 

 

Last fall I wrote about three gifts that my mares gave 
me.  Now I feel like I’ve received three more gifts: 
from the new owners of my ponies.  My favorite sto-
ries from them so far have been about how the ponies 
have been with their children: making them smile, 
standing stock still for a two-year-old son to sit on the 
saddle, or circling on line on command from a young-
ster.  Today I got to see Lily ridden by a thirteen year 
old.  They looked beautiful together. 

 

This spring I’ve been starting the under-saddle train-
ing of Willowtrail Wild Rose and my young stallion 
Willowtrail Black Robin.  And to improve my own 
skills, I’ve been cantering bareback and jumping bareback on my trusty Norwegian Fjord Horse.  I can already tell 
that the confidence I’m gaining there will serve me well as I bring on my Fells. 

 

Wishing you all the best for the summer and fall from Wil-
lowtrail Farm. 

  

Jenifer Morrissey 

Willowtrail Farm, Gould, Colorado 

(Clockwise from top):  Lily, Black Robin, and Jonty 



News from the Evergreen State:  Washington 
 

Greetings! 

  

For the last couple of years, I haven't bred any new foals, but have been working with 
my own and others to help find good loving homes.  I am happy to say that this year I have decided to breed two 
mares. Greenholme Viv is here on a breeding lease in hopes for a grey foal, and Dreamhayven Daphne Jane 
has also been bred;  both to the lovely Brackenbank Romany's Prince. I have had two foals sired by him, and 
have been very pleased with what he has produced. 

  

I am also happy to say that the riding arena is now complete!  It's been so long since it was first started, that I can't 
remember what year it was started.  Needless to say, I am thrilled that it is complete!!  Murthwaite Chantal is 
here at the farm for conditioning and training.  She is also excited about the sand footing.  Dreamhayven Diplo-
mat has completed 10 weeks of full time ground work training.  He is on a great path to success that I will contin-
ue to build on. 

  

Cheers! 
 
Elise Miller 

Moonlit Fell Pony Farm 

Snohomish, Washington 
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Clockwise from above:  Chantal, Diplomat and Viv 
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Angel Meadow Farm 
Anita Castricone 
491 Devils Lane 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
Phone:  518-885-9677 
angelmeadowfells@aol.com 
  
Black Pony Farm                                              
John Rutledge          
26505 Rd N 
Cortez, Colorado, 81321                                                                  
Phone: 951-662-4143 
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com  
www.blackponyfarm.com 
 
Braeberry Farm 
Cheryl & Richard Dutton 
732 N. S-Low Road 
Seal Rock, Oregon 97376 
Phone: 541-563-6353 
www.braeberry.com   
Email: info@braeberry.com 
 
Chanhassen Farm 
Megan Elisha Tong 
11 Spear Street 
Charlotte, Vermont 
Phone:  972-658-7537 
www.chanhassenfarm.com   
Email:  offbeatpara-
digm@gmail.com  
 
Dream Hayven Farm LLC 
Melissa Kreuzer 
N1101 County Road HH 
Kewaskum, Wisconsin 53040 
Cell: 262-355-6322 
www.dreamhayven.com 
Email: info@dreamhayven.com 
 
Fell Legend Farm 
Rene Bender - Trainer/Owner 
P.O. Box 31 
Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 
www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com         
 

Glen Ridge Farm 
Kevin B. Tarsagian 
290 Frank Coelho Drive 
Portsmouth, RI, 02908 
Phone:  401-529-4427 
E-mail:   
glenridgfarm@me.com 
 
KimberLake Farm 
Kimber Bishop                         
329 County Road 459 
New Franklin, Missouri 65274 
Phone: 660-537-4020  
www.kimberlake.com   
Email: kimberlake-
farm@gmail.com   
 
Laurel Highland Farm & Equine  Services LLC                  
Edward T. Earley, DVM                                    
Mary Jean Gould-Earley, MD                                   
546 Lehman Drive                                                         
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                     
Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 
Moonlit Fell Pony Farm                                              
Elise Miller  
21412 107th ST SE                                                            
Snohomish, Washington  98290 
Phone: 360-863-2710  
www.moonlitfellponies.com 
Email: moolitfellponies@hotmail.com 
 
North Country Farm  
David and Nancy Haylett 
163 N. Fiske Road 
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036  
Phone: 517-278-5724                        
or 517-819-8188 
www.northcountrystables.com 
Email: nhaylett163@yahoo.com  
  
Scafell Pike Fell Pony Stud                                              
Heather Kyle 
22912 Highway 811 
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301                                                                 
Phone: 270-231-2852 
www.scafellpikefellponies.com  
Email: 
Heather@scafellpikefellponies.com   
 
SouthMoore Farms 
Kimberly Rojan 
1041 Scott Rd,                                                                   
Coldwater, Missouri, 38618  
Phone : 901-212-2034  
Email : mokr@bellsouth.net  
 

FPSNA  
Breeders 

www.fpsna.org 

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in 
the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.   
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FPSNA MERCHANDISE  
Order online at www.fpsna.org 

 
High quality sweatshirts with FPSNA logo em-
broidered in color or black.  These sweatshirts are 
heavyweight (10 oz.) crews in ash (light gray col-
or).  Black logo sweatshirt sizes available: M, L, 
and XL. Price:  $30 (includes shipping within 
U.S.)   
Color logo sweatshirt sizes available: M and L. 
Price:  $35 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
  
High quality Hanes Beefy T 100% Cotton T-shirts 
with FPSNA logo available in two styles: 
 
Black logo on stonewashed blue shirt:  Sizes availa-
ble: M, L, XL  Price:  $20 (includes shipping within 
U.S.) 
 
Color logo on ash shirt.  Sizes available: M                   
Price:  $22 (includes shipping within U.S.) 

 
FPSNA Color Logo V-Neck Tee:  High-quality Sport-
Tek Dri-Mesh Ladies V-Neck T-Shirt in steel grey with 
FPSNA Color Logo. 3.5-ounce, 100% polyester double 
mesh; Sizes available: M, L, and XL. Price:  $35 
(includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
 
Full color "I Love Fell Po-
nies" Bumper Sticker with 
image of Fell Pony and 
FPSNA logo. Approx. size 
11" W X 3" H. Price:  $15 
(includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
 
FPSNA/FPS Color Logo Decal, designed to 
display on inside of car window, facing outward. 
Approx. size 4 3/4 " X 4 3/4 ". Note: Background 
is transparent (not white).   Price:  $15 (includes 
shipping within U.S.) 
 
 
Full color “I Love Fell Ponies” Mug:  
ceramic 10 oz. mug with image of Fell 
Pony and FPSNA logo.   Price:  $19 
(includes shipping within U.S.) 
 
FPSNA Enamel Color Logo Pin with 
butterfly clutch. Pin measures approx. 1" W X 5/8" H.  
Price:  $12 (includes shipping within U.S.) 
 

Please contact info@fpsna.org first  
for all current item availability, or for shipping quote to outside the 

continental United States. 
 

Make checks payable to: FPSNA, Inc. and mail  to:   

FPSNA, Inc., c/o Lisa Lindholm,  
2626 Diane Lane, Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746 

 Or order online with Pay Pal at www.fpsna.org  
All proceeds go to FPSNA to help defray business costs.   

Thank you! 

Fell Pony Express 2010 Classified Ad Prices 
For FPSNA Members Only 

1/8 page:  $15         1/4 page:  $30  
1/2 page  -   $50           Full page  -  $75  

All ads include a free classified ad on the website for the calendar 
year, including one photo with contact information, which will also be 
distributed at FPSNA-sanctioned promotional events during the year.  
All ads are full-color and will be displayed for  the current calendar 
year in The Fell Pony Express. 

Submit ads to newsletter@fpsna.org 

Stonecreek Farm                               
Shannon Albert                                                
Denison, Texas 75021                                                     
Phone:  903-436-7449                                      
www.thefellpony.com  
Email:  Stone-
creek.farm@thefellpony.com 
 
Vermont Firefly Farm 
Laura Hamilton & Dr. John Aberth 
Figure 8 Riding 
2074 West Hill Road 
Roxbury, Vermont 05669 
Phone: 802-485-8876 
www.fireflyfellponies.com  
Email: laurah.firefly@gmail.com  
 
Willowtrail Farm 
Jenifer Morrissey 
PO Box 1034 
Walden, Colorado 80480 
Phone: 970-723-4316 
www.fellponiescolorado.com  
Email: workponies@frii.com 

FPSNA  
Breeders 
(continued) 

2006 Black Mare:  Laurelhighland Lilibet FP4476:    
Lili (Lownthwaite Orange Blossom X Waverhead Model IV) 
is solid black and stands 13.3 hands. She is well broke for 
trail and basic flat work. Although she has experience as a 

lesson horse for young girls, she 
would probably be best suited 
for a more experienced rider. 
She is very sweet and athletic 
and would make an awesome 
show pony with a partner to 

show her how.  Contact Linda 
Corlett (California) at 

lindamcorlett@gmail.com or 
949-547-4801  
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*Brackenbank Romany’s Prince 
FP70597G*, License No. FP446**, Black, Foaled 2005; 13.2hh 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

Drs. Edward T. Earley, DVM & 
MJ Gould-Earley, MD  

546 Lehman Drive                                                         
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                   

Email:     
info@laurelhighland.com 

 
Broughhill Hadrian’s Wall 
FP50964C*, License No. FP296R, Black, Foaled 1999; 13.0 
hh 

Fell Legend Farm  
P.O. Box 31 

Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 

www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 

 

 
*Goytvalley Magic Minstrel 
 FP50026C*; License No. FP145J, Black w/ small star; Foaled 
1992;  13.2hh 

Stonecreek Farm 
Shannon Albert 

Denison, Texas 75021                                                     
Phone: 903-436-7449  
www.thefellpony.com                                        

Email: info@thefellpony.com   

  
*Hinter 
20030241, License No. FP527, Black, Foaled 2003; 13.0 hh 

Glen Ridge Farm 
Kevin B. Tarsagian 

290 Frank Coelho Drive 
Portsmouth, RI, 02908 
Phone:  401-529-4427 

www.GlenRidgeFarm.com 
E-mail:  tsgn@aol.com 

 
 
 

Laurelhighland Union Jack                                
FP71428C*; License No. FP618** Black; Foaled 2009; 13.1 
hh (as 3 y.o.) 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

546 Lehman Drive                
Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 

17728                
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                
www.laurelhighland.com                

Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 
Laurelhighland Romany Boy 
FP7043C*; License No. FP415, Black; Foaled 2004; 13.2 hh 

Fell Legend Farm  
P.O. Box 31 

Lincoln, California 95648 
Phone: 916-205-7103 

www.felllegendfarm.com 
Email: felllegendfarm@yahoo.com 

 
 
*Littletree Highwayman 
FP70475C*; License No. FP438** Grey w/ small star; Foaled 2004; 
13.2 hh 

Scafell Pike Fell Ponies 
Heather Kyle 

Owensboro, Kentucky 42301                
Phone: 270-231-2852 

www.scafellpikefellponies.com  
Email: 

Heather@scafellpikefellponies.com  
 

 
*Lunesdale Mercury 
 FP50926C*; License No. FP306R** Grey; Foaled 1999; 13.0 hh 

North Country Farm 
David and Nancy Haylett 

163 N. Fiske Road 
Coldwater, Michigan, 49036 

Phone: 517-278-5724                
or 517-819-8188 

www.northcountrystables.com 
Email:  nhaylett163@yahoo.com 

  
 
 
 

Mustahevonen Rheged’s Pippin 
FP70241*; License No. FP410, Black; Foaled 2003; 13.2 hh 

Black Pony Farm                
John Rutledge          

26505 Rd N 
Cortez, Colorado, 81321                

Phone: 951-662-4143 
Email: john@blackponyfarm.com  

www.blackponyfarm.com 

FPSNA  
Licensed Stallions 

www.fpsna.org 

Only FPSNA members residing in North America may advertise in the FPSNA Breeders & Stallions lists.   
Note that stallions breeding via artificial insemination must possess a valid FPS A.I. Permit in addition to the Stallion License.  

DNA-testing with parentage verification is also required for foals bred by AI.  Please see FPS A.I. regulations for more information. 
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*Ralfland Ranger 
 FP51261C*; License No. FP368, Black; Foaled 2001; 13.2 hh 

Stonecreek Farm 
Shannon Albert                               

Denison, Texas 75021                                                     
Phone: 903-436-7449  
www.thefellpony.com                                       

Email: stonecreek.farm@thefellpony.com 

 
 

 
*Waverhead Model IV 
  FP51000C*; License No. FP289R**, Black; Foaled 1999; 13.3 hh 

Laurel Highland Farm &  
Equine Services LLC 

Drs. Edward T. Earley, DVM & MJ 
Gould-Earley, MD  
546 Lehman Drive                                                         

Cogan Station, Pennsylvania 17728                    
Phone/Fax: 570-320-0254                           
www.laurelhighland.com                                     

Email: info@laurelhighland.com 
 

* Imported;   **Has AI permit (per owner);                  
Note: Heights listed are per owner                      

A Humbling           
Experience 

This book chronicles the author’s 
first seven years learning about 
and experiencing the Fell Pony.  
Through more than forty stories 
and over one hundred full color 
photographs, Morrissey touches 
on breed history and conserva-
tion, natural horsemanship, sustainable agriculture, and 
draft power.   Stunning photography from the mountains of 
Colorado and the fells of Cumbria portray the many ponies 
that have crossed the author’s path so far. Available from the 
author at workponies@frii.com or at www.amazon.com.  

2012 Black Colt:  Laurelhighland Jack of          
Diamonds is a stunning solid jet black colt with great 
conformation and move-

ment, and should make an 
excellent riding, driving 

and/or stud prospect.  For 
more information, contact 

Laurel Highland Farm 
(Pennsylvania) at                          

570-320-0254 or   in-
fo@laurelhighland.com. 

Additional photos and in-
formation about our ponies for sale can also be found at 

http://www.laurelhighland.com/sales.htm  

A friendly reminder to all breeders and stallion own-
ers:  The Fell Pony Society has regulations regarding the 
use of artificial insemination.  Stallions must have not 
only a license but also an AI permit.  Stallion and mare 
owners are advised to review all rules, and check with 
FPS for any changes/updates to these rules, BEFORE 
breeding.  The most current version of these regulations 
are reproduced below as a reference.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact our registry, the Fell Pony Society 
(UK). 
 

The Fell Pony Society  
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION REGULATIONS  

The following regulations govern the entry of pure-bred 
foals got by artificial insemination into the Stud Book of 
the Fell Pony Society:  
1 Stallions must be registered, licensed and DNA tested 
in accordance with the FPS Regulations governing stal-
lion licensing and the owner of the stallion must be a 
member of the Society.  
2 Mares must be registered and DNA tested prior to or at 
the time of insemination and the owner of the mare must 
be a member of the Society.  
3 The stallion will be issued with a permit from the Socie-
ty at a prescribed fee; the Society having the right to re-
scind that permit where necessary at any time.  
4 The mare owner participating in an AI program must 
return to the Society details of semen used within 28 
days.  
5 The following forms must be completed:  
FORM A Certificate of Collection of Semen  
Collection of semen must be under veterinary or suitably 
qualified supervision and certified by the veterinary sur-
geon or qualified person and the owner on the Society's 
„Certificate of Collection of Semen‟ form (to accompany 
the semen in the Equitainer).  
FORM B Insemination Certificate (stating)  
i) Veterinary certified confirmation of the insemination 
dates and name of inseminator.  
ii) Registered name of mare and registration number.  
iii) If chilled/fresh semen, signed label by veterinary sur-
geon stating registered name of donor stallion. If frozen 
semen, code number of collector and code number of 
straws.  
iv) Where the insemination was carried out.  
 
Form B must be signed by a veterinary surgeon and 
stamped with the practice address.  
6 Please ensure that:  
a) Form A is completed by the veterinary surgeon or suit-
ably qualified person and accompanies the semen in the 
Equitainer.  
b) Form B is handed to the mare owner for completion by 
a veterinary surgeon.  
Completed Forms A and B must accompany the applica-
tion to register the foal with the Fell Pony Society.  
7 The resulting live foal must be DNA and parentage test-
ed before registration.                           (Revised May 2007) 



The Fell Pony Society of North America, 
Inc. (FPSNA), was the first Registered 
Overseas Branch of the Fell Pony Society 
(FPS) (UK) anywhere in the world.  
FPSNA is also the oldest and largest Fell 
pony organization in North America and 
was established in 2001 with the support of 
the majority of Fell owners and breeders in 
North America.  We were legally incorpo-
rated in January 2002 as a federally-
recognized public charity under Section 
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code..  
 
Our mission is to promote and preserve 
the Fell pony breed in North America  

in ways that are consistent with the  
rules and regulations of FPS.   

 
All FPSNA breeders are members-in-good-
standing with our registry, FPS, through 
which all of our foals are registered and 
stallions are licensed for  breeding. 
 

The Fell Pony Society  
of North America, Inc. 

c/o Lisa Lindholm, General Secretary 

2626 Diane Lane 

Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746 

218-263-5217   info@fpsna.org 

We’re on the web!
www.fpsna.org 

Next newsletter 
deadline: 

 

November 1, 2012 
 

newsletter@fpsna.org 

Published twice a year,  
summer and winter. 

(Our yawning Fell model is 
Doobie (Mustahevonen 
Debut),  courtesy of 
Roxanne Dimyan) 

 

All contents and photographs in  
The Fell Pony Express  

are © FPSNA, Inc. 2012,  
unless otherwise specified herein. 

Alicia Rhodes meeting her new Fell friend, Hades Hill Freya                                                                 
(Photo courtesy of Donna Rhodes) 


